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MAY 2017 EDITION 


FROM THE EDITOR 


I've been trying for two hours now, and the deadline 
is looming, but there’s no great way to segue into 
explaining that this is May’s issue of The Film & 
TV Mag - so there's a clumsy one. There’s been 
an absolute ton of trailers for new and returning 
things, franchises new and old, series unexpected 
and completely expected... Luckily we've had our 
team of writers working on other things, too. 


We have our usual Horror Pick and Indie Film of 
the Months, Films From 10 Years Ago, and Season 
Recap, and it’s an eclectic bunch of celluloid 
goodness, I can tell you. Here's a titbit: Reasons to 
Watch goes into 13 reasons why you should watch 
the Netflix hit 13 Reasons Why! We also have a 
couple of newcomers such as Villain of the Month 
and Pet Hates, so make sure to check those out. 


There’s also a feature on the DC character 
Constantine, the animated movie The Road to El 
Dorado and the Wilhelm Scream, as well as some 
reviews. It's notsomething we usually do, but heyit’s 
been an interesting month. There’s Wrestlemania 
33, Sword Art Online The Movie: Ordinal Scale and 
the apparently not great Ghost in the Shell. 


There's also some write-ups about some superhero 
movies, horror movies and half a dozen remakes, 


CLICK HERE 


TO GIVE US 
FEEDBACK 


so if you've missed any trailers this past month, you 
can check them out right inside this issue. 


There’s a lot to read, so get reading! 


DISCLAIMER: Please note, all videos thoughtout this 
magazine will require an internet connection to view. 


DISCLAIMER: We base our release dates on multiple 
country’s release dates so it may differ from your area 
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SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING 
TRAILER ANALYSIS 


by Elisabeth Sills 


For the third time in recent decades, we are 
getting a new Spider-Man. This one goes a little 
differently, though, as we were privileged to meet 
Marvel’s newest addition in Captain America: Civil 
War. This time, Spider-Man takes front and center 
as he works with Tony Stark (AKA Iron Man) to 
find his place in the hero world. 


Starring Tom Holland as Peter Parker, Spider- 
Man’s true identity, we won't be getting an origin 
story this time around. Instead, Peter is well on 
his way to becoming a true hero, as long as he 
can keep his grades up that is. The youngest 
Marvel hero in the current line up, and he kind 
of always has been, Peter is still in high school 


CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


and struggling to keep his home life and work 
life in order. 


The villain this time around is one that has been 
waiting from the shadows to strike, Vulture 
(Michael Keaton). Vulture is a volatile character 
who will stop at nothing to get what he wants. 
And against Tony Stark’s advice (not something 
Tony tends to give out), Peter takes it upon himself 
to defeat Vulture. Is Vulture too much for him, 
though, or is Peter strong enough to win? 


This coming of age superhero story is slated for 
release in the US and UK on the 7th of July. 


ig! 
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IT TRAILER ANALYSIS 
by Rebecce Riser 


The movie, based off of the novel IT by Stephen 
King, is aremake of the 1990 TV mini-series of the 
Same name. The trailer was clear in its purpose: 
to scare. The preview for the 2017 remake had 
me partly covering my eyes due the the suspense 
of the jump scare that was inevitable. IT’s trailer 
only reveals a small part of the plot with the added 
intent of making someone shit themselves. 


In the movie, kids have been disappearing around 
the neighborhood dueto acrazy, evil clownnamed 
Pennywise (Bill Skarsgard). Seven children come 
together with a common background; they each 


have had terrifying run-ins with the monster. 
They figure out that the clown gets around using 
the sewers, so they decide to hunt the beast 
before it hunts them. 


Directed by Andrés Muschietti, this film looks to 
be one memorable thriller this year. Will the kids 
defeat the demonic clown, or will the bad guy 
ultimately win? Have the other missing children 
Survived? The movie comes out 8 September 
VAN W Alam al-m ere lale mel emcromaat-la @ual-merel(calelclar-lale, 
get ready for the ride. 
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THE FUTURE OF DCEU’S 


by Elisabeth Sills 


JUSTICE LEAGUE DARK 


WARNING! THIS ARTICLE CONTAINS SPOILERS. 


CLICK HERE TO SKIP THIS ARTICLE 


Believe it or not, Justice League Dark is still in the 
works as a live action project for the DC Extended 
Universe. I don’t know about everyone else, but 
the fact that Justice League is going to see the light 
of day is still a bit of a surprise to me. Though I'ma 
bit of a negative nancy when it comes to the DCEU. 
Currently, Justice League Dark doesn't look like it 
will get far off the ground, but DC has proven us 
wrong before. On the IMDb page for the movie, 
there is still a director and writers attached. 
Anyone else, though? Nope, not yet! 


Casting choices for one character in particular, 
John Constantine, have been rumored as 
possibly being Colin Farrell or maybe even Ewan 
MacGregor. The latter, though, may be slated for 
Jason Blood/The Demon instead of our favorite 
dark mage, which might not be so bad. While 
both actors are great and have definitely shown 
us their skills in several movies such as In Bruge 
for Mr. Farrell and Trainspotting or Big Fish for Mr. 
MacGregor, and they could probably play the role 
of John Constantine decently. Problem is, the role 
is already taken. 


I am speaking of, of course, the sadly cancelled 
13-episode series that aired on NBC, “Constantine”. 
I was one of the largest supporters of this show, 
it was a shame when it was cancelled. John 
Constantine is quite possibly one of my favorite 
comic book characters, and the movie released in 
2005 of the same name was, let's face it, barely 
even close to accurate. Sure, the main character's 
name was the same, he smoked and he was a jerk 
to everyone around him and even had a cab driving 
friend named Chas, and there were demons. 
That's the end of the similarities. And while the 


movie is good if you pretend it’s its own movie and 
not related to an established comic book canon 
at all, it caused more harm to the character than 
anything else. There are movie-goers and fan girls 
thinking John Constantine is Keanu Reeves when 
he really looks like Sting (intentionally drawn that 
way) and acts like Johnny Rotten, lead singer of 
The Sex Pistols. 


Welsh actor Matt Ryan was given the role of John 
Constantine for the short-lived TV show and 
played the role as if he’d lived every single comic 


ever written. While some comic book DC shows 
are running with whatever canon they wish to do, 
specifically “Arrow” and “The Flash”, “Constantine” 
tried to stay as true to the character as network 
TV would allow. Somehow he managed to get 
smoking back on TV in a world where it’s frowned 
upon, and even his walk felt genuine. On occasion 
parts of the show even felt like direct panels from 
the comics, and it brought me back to when I was 
first introduced to the character in junior high. 


I discovered punk rock through the comic book 
Hellblazer and have never entirely gone back. The 
Sex Pistols are one of my favorite bands and I only 
ever listened to them because of how passionate 
John was about them. I loved the story arcs that 
I got from Hellblazer as they were something I 
didn’t and couldn't get from other comics such as 
Batman or The X-Men who were always so clean. 
In the world of DC, there has been some edginess, 
but not as much as there could be, and while that 
was partially due to the comic book code, we don't 
have that excuse anymore. I always felt that, while 
I love DC comics, the heroes were always good 
and the villains were never as bad as they could 


have been. While the Joker has done some terrible 
things, and let's remember when he killed Jason 
Todd that was fan voted, and Batman has done 
some questionable things as well, they still have 
some sort of air of playfulness, of innocence that 
never really existed in Hellblazer. 


In the world of John Constantine, things don't 
always go as planned. John Constantine has a habit 
of having occasional delusions of grandeur that 
can have serious consequences, such as losing the 
soul of a little girl to a high ranking demon in Hell. 
John quite possibly would sell out anyone to save 
his own skin, and everyone around him knows that 
that's always a risk. While that sounds like a major 
character flaw, the fact that John is terrified of his 
own damnation and desperate to save himself as 
well as, if possible, the little girl mentioned earlier, 


makes him more relatable than any comic book 
character I've ever come across. We've probably 
all made at least one bad decision, sometimes 
questionable ones, perhaps. Some much smaller 
than others, of course, but still, that fear is a base 
human instinct that can’t be avoided. Fight or 
flight, and John chooses to do both. 


While some fans of the Hellblazer comic book 
were disappointed in the TV show, the main issues 
with it were not the writing or the acting. The main 
issues were what NBC would allow the show to do, 
and John Constantine is not a network TV kind of 
character. Just as Ryan Reynolds had to campaign 
to get Deadpool an R rating, John Constantine 
is an R-rated kind of character. Let’s take Frank 
Castle for example, The Punisher. Trying to make 
him into a PG-13 movie made the character feel 


disingenuous. The 2004 film The Punisher felt more 
like a Saturday Morning Cartoon than anything 
else. Matt Ryan worked hard on the character he 
was given with the limits he was given, and he did 
it in such a way that John Constantine felt real. 


There may be star power in people such as Colin 
Farrell and Ewan MacGregor, but what good is 
that really? There was star power in people such 
as Michael B. Jordan and Kate Mara in the latest 
Fantastic Four and look how well that went. 
Should we even discuss Suicide Squad and it’s star 
Studded cast? That didn’t end all that well either. 
Having an actor who can capture the audience 
rather than being extremely well known, can drive 
the character more than a well known actor at 
times. For example, Chris Hemsworth and Tom 
Hiddleston from Thor. Two not well knowns at 
the time of that movie and look at them and their 
characters now. Loki himself has practically taken 
over the entire MCU, and he seems pretty proud 
of it, and Thor is just wonderfully Thor. Lastly, 
Sebastian Stan from the same universe who is 
Winter Soldier AKA James “Bucky” Barnes. Another 
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not well known who has become well known 
because of his abilities with that character. When 
an actor manages to form a bond with a character, 
that can be enough to bring fans in. 


Matt Ryan may not be as famous as Colin Farrell 
and Ewan MacGregor, but what he brings to the 
character is what’s most important. If the DC 
Cinematic Universe wants to build its franchises 
on names rather than well developed characters, 
then they run the risk of the characters being 
underdeveloped and the movies bombing 
tragically. If they would rather give us, the fans, 
movies that have great characters and are well 
written, that’s what I'd prefer. For instance, I was 
an anti-Ant-Man hold out as I am a huge fan of 
Hank Pym and was deeply upset when I found out 
they were looking at Scott Lang instead of one of 
my favorite Marvel heroes. Though, when I finally 
went to see the movie, I had to eat my words. It was 
well written and the characters were wonderful, 
and Paul Rudd was not as well known as Colin 
Farrell and Ewan MacGregor. Of the phase two 
Marvel Cinematic Universe movies, Ant-Man was 


the second best, behind Guardians of the Galaxy, 
another film headed by a not well known actor for 
the time, Chris Pratt. 


To add to this, it’s so clear that Matt misses the 
role. If you follow him on Twitter, his dedication 
to Constantine can easily be seen. Recently, while 
the live action version of Justice League Dark is 
still “in the works”, a cartoon version was recently 
released and has a current score of 71% on 
Rotten Tomatoes. Matt reprised his role as John 
Constantine in that film and did it well. Live action 
would just be wonderful, giving him a chance to 
really embrace a role that he fits so well. 


While Constantine was cancelled, Matt made an 
appearance as John in Arrow, lending a hand to 


Oliver Queen and establishing him even more in Ry- 


the DC Universe. Fans of Constantine spent a lot 
of time trying to get the show a second chance, so 
the fans are behind him. Unless Matt Ryan flat out 
says “no thanks”, he deserves a chance to claim his 
rightful spot in the DC Universe, on the big screen, 
and show people the real John Constantine. 


THE VOID FILM REVIEW 


by Gary Sheppard 


When you follow as many science fiction geek 
feeds as I do on Facebook, you see certain things 
crop up and repeat over and over. 


One thing the Lovecraft fans seem to hate is the 
term “Lovecraftian”, possibly because usually 


whatever the adjective is used about, isn't. 


The Void is pretty damn close. 


It was originally put together in 2016 as a budget 
feature, and has only recently had any kind of 


CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


theatrical release (limited), but seems to quickly 
be building a cult following. For its budget feel, it’s 
managed to capture the 80s horror film feel, and 
maybe riding on the back of the Stranger Things 
retro bandwagon it’s not done too badly. 


At the scene of a rural shooting, two men shoot a 
woman fleeing from a house, and then set fire to 
the body. A man running from the scene is picked 
up by cop Daniel (Aaron Poole), who takes the 
injured man to the local municipal hospital. 


The hospital is running on a skeleton staff which 
includes Daniel's ex wife. The implications are that 
they split after the death of their child. A pregnant 
woman is close to giving birth, but then shit starts 
to get weird, with one woman carving her own face 
off, and when shot, turning into some tentacled 
monstrosity. It goes downhill (situationally) from 
there. 


The doctor is killed, but then is also resurrected, 
and turns out to be the high priest of a religious 
cult that ties the two men from the beginning, who 
also turn up at the hospital in pursuit of the man 
Daniel rescued. They’d found evidence of ritual 
sacrifices that the cult had been carrying out. On 
trying to leave, the cult followers surround the 
hospital, dressed in white robes with triangular 
holes on their hoods. 


Without spoiling the whole story it’s a pretty tight 
film, with only two actual locations, the hospital 
itself is the setting for almost the entire film. There 
is a fair amount of gore, but nothing that felt 
gratuitous. Low lighting for a lot of the creature 
shots gives it a sinister air, and while it feels like it 
might be cheating it works quite well. The creature 
effects tend very much toward the tentacular, lots 
of writhing and slimy appendages. 


Looking at related titles on Amazon, it looks very 
much like Stranger Things is bringing back the 
retro 80s thing in a big way, so keep an eye out for 
more of the same. 


The Void is out on Blu-ray and is available on 
Amazon Video to rent or buy. 


HORROR PICK OF THE MONTH: 


PREDATOR (1987) 


Are you in the mood for a fright? Then check out what weve picked this month. 


This month sees the return of one of the greatest 
horror Sci-Fi franchises to ever grace us with its 
creation. A franchise that has made millions, was 
genuinely terrifying and will stand the test of time 
no matter how many spin offs they create. I am of 
course talking about Alien, with its debut return of 
the Xenomorph for the first time since 1997 (if you 
don't include the utterly terrible AVP films, in which 
) case it was 2007). Nevertheless, in the last issue we 


” analysed the franchise in full and therefore this will 
not be my pick of the month. Instead I am picking 
the only thing that even comes close to it with 
having its own very successful franchise, equally as 
brilliant one liners and utterly terrifying aliens. 


This brilliant 80's movie not only has seriously 
scary aliens that stalk and kill humans for sport, 
but it also has Arnold Schwarzenegger himself! 
Sent in with a special task force to rescue some 
kidnapped civilians, Dutch (Schwarzenegger), 
soon realises something terrible is afoot. Whilst 
his team and himself hunt down the hostages, 
they soon realise that it is in fact them that are 
being hunted. As they are slowly picked off one 
by one, Dutch realises that if any of them are to 
make it out alive, the only way would be to kill the 
monsters that are super strong, super-fast and 
yes, invisible. How will Dutch outwit these superior 
alien beings? Why, with brilliant one liners like “if it 
bleeds, we can kill it,” a lot of men screaming and 
being topless as often as humanly possible! 


Predator is also in the works for its own reboot 
after its fairly successful attempt in 2010 with 
Predators but will be returning to the big screen 
sometime next year. No matter what this will be 
about, be it a continuation of the newer adaption 
or areturn to a more classic form of Predator, I for 
one cannot wait to have more classic horror sci-fi 
back on the big screen! 


“Get to the choppa!” 
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Tomb Raider has been in our lives since before I 
was born. Okay, so one year before I was born. That 
being said, and don't judge me, I literally grew up 
with Lara Croft. Tomb Raider: Legend was the first 
Tomb Raider game I ever played. Yes, I know there 
were like five games before that one, but give me 
a break; I had to grow into the controller. Then, I 
remember playing the Anniversary edition of the 
game. I loved Tomb Raider and I really could not 
get enough. 


With a lot of games, comes a film adaptation. 
Angelina Jolie starred as the first Tomb Raider in 
the initial film adaptations of the game. Originally, 
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the films were based on the franchise, not one of 
the games itself. These films... I just... they weren't 
good. I was, like, 5 when I saw them, so I thought 
these movies were the coolest thing on the planet, 
and when I grew into my controller I played those 
Tomb Raider games. The second film was way 
better than the first, in my five-year-old opinion. 
My 20-year-old opinion agrees. 


Now, we get into the reason for this article. This 
bad boy, the Tomb Raider Definitive Edition game. 


Okay, so, 2008 yielded the last Tomb Raider game 
labeled as Tomb Raider: Underworld. This game 


was a direct sequel to Legend, and also a “clean up 
the missing plot points from Anniversary” game. 
And that was it. 


Then, 2013 rolls around. And Tomb Raider is 
rebooted. It’s notjusta new Tomb Raider game, but 
it is an entirely new story and take on Lara Croft. 
The game follows the beginning of the tomb raider, 
and the trials Lara faces on a mythical island. Lara 
is young and inexperienced in this game, and it’s 
the reason that the Definitive Edition has made its 
way into my Top 5 favorite games. I'm a sucker for 
a good story, and it has one of the best. Not only 
are the voice actors amazing, but so is the script. 


Since the game was a complete reboot, they are 
developing a film based on the story of the game. 
Angelina Jolie will not be starring as Lara Croft this 
time, which honestly sits fine with me. Swedish 
actress, Alicia Vikander, will be playing the lead 
role of Lara Croft. She’s been in movies such as EX_ 
MACHINA and Jason Bourne. She’s also married 
to Michael Fassbender, so that’s something to put 
in the pro section. 


Again, the film is based on the actual game, rather 
than the game as a series like the other Tomb 
Raider movies. If you have played the game, then 
you have a general idea on how the movie will go. 


Lara Croft has no prior experience killing people, 
or facing life or death situations. She begins as a 
naive archaeologist, and throughout her journey, 
she has to use her survival instinct to become a 
badass killing machine.There is actually a sequel 
to the Definitive Edition of Tomb Raider called Rise 
of the Tomb Raider. The story starts about a year 
after the events of the reboot, and it involves Lara 
following in her father’s footsteps. Perhaps if the 
2018 film goes well, they will make a sequel? 


The general synopsis of the film does have 
some distinctive differences from the game. For 
instance, Lara will start as a bike courier, and she 
decides to embark on a journey to an island off the 
coast of Japan, because that was the last known 
location of her father. The game titles this island 


99 das “Yamatai”’, but it could have a different name 


® in the film, however, that seems unlikely. Croft, in 
the video game version, journeys to Yamatai as a 
freshly graduated archaeologist simply in search 
of the lost island rather than in search of her 


father. Suddenly, everything goes to hell and Lara 
has to get herself out of some sticky situations. 
I'm talking about gum-in-your-hair, super-glue-all- 
over-your-hands, kind of sticky. Like below. 


Warner Bros. and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures 
are the companies behind the 2018 Tomb Raider 
film, and it is directed by Roar Uthaug. The crew is 
filming on location in South Africa and the UK with 
a release date already planned for 16 March 2018. 
Thank you, Warner Bros. and MGM for a dope 
ass birthday present, but please, please, please, 
don't let it suck like the last ones. Make this movie 
awesome, I’m begging you not to ruin this for me. 
I believe in you. 
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THE MUMMY TRAILER 
ANALYSIS 


by Ben Daniels 


Whereas the first trailer sort of jumped straight 
to Tom Cruise’s Nick Morton transporting a 
Sarcophagus ina military Hercules air transport, 
this trailer gives us some more narrative to 
work with. 


I haven't seen anything so far that tells us what 
Nick Morton actually does, but in contrast 
to trailer 1, we begin with him fleeing and 
returning fire in a gun battle in what I’m going 
to guess is Cairo/Egypt with an unnamed 
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sidekick. Said sidekick doesn’t look as if they 
appear in the rest of the film so I’m guessing 
they’re not terribly important. 


My guess from the first trailer was that it was 
a “normal” archaeological dig that discovered 
the Mummy of the title, but now we get an 
aftermath of the gun/rpg battle which rips a 
hole in an urban (for Egypt) street, revealing 
an epic space beneath, within which Morton 
discovers the Mummy. 


he) 


We get some conversation between him and 
Annabelle Wallis’s more traditional archaeologist 
Jenny Halsey when she realises that the tomb is a 
lo) aisxeame-)al=)mdare]an-Mue-lella(e)ar-] Rec-1(-10) @-]ne) ava ke) anl on 


The downside is that this gives us (unless I’m 
proven terribly wrong when wesee the actual film) 
our traditional “I’m ignoring the clear evidence 
that what I’m about to do is a very bad thing” 
motives, because clearly once this realisation has 
occurred, THEY STILL DIG THE MUMMY UP. 


Oldal-l aXe akemiliaaMncelel com el=mciave)au-lam-lalemaalela= 
boring. 


The battle scenes and the tomb do look 
spectacular in the trailer, so should be pretty 
rick rolling when we get the full film in June. 


We get some exposition from Halsey and 
flashbacks to the entombing of the Mummy, 
which reflect the backstory from the 1999 
Brendan Fraser version, albeit the Mummy 
being the two-timing queen rather than the high 
priest. We then switch to the Hercules vs Bird 


swarm crash which by the sounds of it Cruise 
had a whale of a time in the zero-G simulating 
planes filming. As he is resurrected in a morgue, 
we also get some voice over from Russell Crowe's 
Henry Jekyll. The way the dialogue from Jekyll 
had been cut in the first trailer, it sounded like 
he was a sub-villain to the Mummy, but this time 
it sounds more like he might be a bystander, 
“blaming” Morton for bringing the Mummy back. 


There’s a coming together between Morton and 
the Mummy who may also be controlling/turning 
Ta) Xo)ar- bm ©) (-}40(-mme) am Ko) alole) aim e-] cya @ Gm ale) 0\<mm al -acmm aT-[e) 
his shots recently), then another confrontation 
in some woods. There appears to be a crew of 
hunters with harpoon type weapons, so there 
may be some so far undescribed monster 
hunting organisation in the background we'll be 
introduced to. There’s also no explaining Morton's 
resurrection or how it relates to the Mummy, or 
why she might have brought him back. 


Looking at the next few shots as the Mummy 
is restrained in some building, the building 
is reminiscent of Jekyll’s office, so maybe this 
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monster crew is an organisation he’s part of/in 
charge of, making the film part of a larger tapestry. 
This is pretty likely as we already know the film is 
the first in Universal's new “Monsters” franchise. 


We get a series of standard action shots cut 
together of the destruction of London by 
Ahmanet, with Morton and Halsey fleeing said 
destruction. Some possible flashbacks to ancient 
Egypt, although they could be in the present. 


There’s some underwater shots of Morton and 
Halsey in what looks to be a flooded church crypt, 
but in London, the water ain't that clear! Oh my, 
the Hollywood effect again. 


More action shots of Morton and Halsey fleeing 
the Mummy in an ambulance, and some 
conversation between Morton and what might 
possibly be the sidekick from the earlier scenes 
regarding how Morton has been “chosen”, and 
how “she has plans for you”. 


Both trailers have focused on certain segments, 
the tomb at the beginning, the Hercules crash, 
the destruction of London, hopefully these aren't 
the only and best sequences in the film. 


It’s more interesting and gives us much more to 
get our heads around than trailer 1, and starts 
to maybe set up the Monsters franchise with 
some overarching back story and protagonist 
organisation (similar to the Monarch organisation 
from Warner Brother's Godzilla/Kong franchise) 


The Mummy is out June 9th. 
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ANNABELLE Bam 


ON 


TRAILER ANALYSIS 


Horror fans have met Annabelle the haunted doll 
before and know to expect the worst from her. 
This once beautiful doll that is a Raggedy Ann 
doll in real life is returning to the silver screen in 
Annabelle: Creation. From Producer James Wan, 
0 director of The Conjuring and The Conjuring 2, 
© this is the origin of the haunted doll, going back 
to even before demonologists Ed and Lorraine 
Warren knew of her. 


Taking place in a home being used as a makeshift 
orphanage for young girls, Annabelle seems to 


haunt this place. Taking a shine to a disabled girl, 
Annabelle starts to haunt her specifically, almost 
as if she is crying out for help. As Annabelle is a 
conduit though, an inanimate object being used 
by something dark and twisted, is she really crying 
out for help? Or is she just looking for a victim? 
Brought to us by the director of Lights Out, David 
F. Sandberg, this tragic tale of a family’s loss being 
a demon’s gain is coming to theatres in the US 
and UK On the 11th of August. 


INDIE FILM OF THE MONTH: 
RESERVOIR DOGS 


Not every movie film has a million dollar budget - here's a good one with a shoestring one. 


Given Tarantino’s standing in the world of 
Hollywood in 2017, it’s strange to remember 
that back in 1992, he was largely unknown. His 
directorial debut celebrates its 25th anniversary 
this year. To commemorate the occasion, this 
month I’m looking at the film that launched him 
onto the scene and created the superstar that we 
know now. 


The opening scene to the film is probably one 
of the most banal conversations that you'll 
hear in your life. It’s 20 minutes of a group of 


blokes in a diner, arguing about the meaning 
of Madonna songs and discussing the pros and 
cons of automatic tipping for waiting staff. Why, 
then, is this such compelling stuff? It’s Tarantino’s 
amazing knack of making the most inane dialogue 
seem truly captivating that makes many of his 
films, and this one is no exception. 


Although this is an action film, there’s not actually 
a huge amount of action going on. We see little 
bits of the action throughout, but we also spend 
a lot of time watching characters just talking to 


each other. I have always found it amazing how 
good a heist film that never actually shows the 
heist can be! The protagonists seem real and 
fleshed out because of how in-depth the slice of 
their lives we are treated to is. There’s a human 
side to them which isn’t something you see in 
gangster films all that often, reminding us that 
they're no different to us; they've just made a few 
bad choices along the way. 


Watching the film with hindsight, we can see 
a number of things which would later become 
trademarks. The shotfrom inside a car boot looking 
up, the use of inconsequential dialogue scenes to 
humanise characters, the use of 70s music. There 
are things that make a film unmistakably Tarantino, 
but at the time Reservoir Dogs was released, these 
were just things in this particular film. 
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Then, of course, there is THAT scene. We all 


_ know the one; it’s why nobody can sit still in 


eye a hairdresser when Stealer’s Wheel comes on 
==) the radio any more. It’s one of the most vulgar 


things that I've seen a criminal do on celluloid, 
and it’s necessary to prove that Madsen’s 
character is completely unhinged. The thing is 
though, looking back on it, it’s not actually that 
graphic in the grand scheme of things. It’s quite 
sensitively shot, until Madsen decides to talk 
into the severed ear he’s talking into. Again, he’s 
unhinged; we hear that loud and clear. 


The Mexican standoff scene at the end has been 
parodied in various other media such as TV show 
“Spaced”, and is one of the most iconic moments 
in cinema. The whole film builds up to that scene, 
with the enclosed space the characters spend much 
of the film in just highlighting the claustrophobia 
of the situation that they are all in. The scene is a 
tribute in itself to The Good, The Bad and the Ugly, 
so the fact that it’s thought of as something purely 


Tarantino is testament to just how well he handled 
it and made the style his own. 


There’s a huge amount of action happening off- 
screen. If you listen very carefully towards the 
end, you can hear what happens to Mr Pink during 
the final scene, but I'd watched it about five times 
before I noticed this. The majority of the action 
from the heist is unseen, and it’s never one hundred 
percent clear exactly how the film ends. The clues 
are all there, but you'll need to find them yourself. 
This is not a film that insults its audience. 


To know that this is a quarter of a century old now 
makes me feel old too, but despite that, it still 
holds up today. It’s a timeless classic that spawned 
countless imitators, none of whom ever quite 
managed to capture that magic. You've had a long 
time to see this film, so I assume you already have. 
If you haven't, I implore you to go and get a copy; 
it’s the best film you'll ever not quite see all of. 
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DIG TWO GRAVES 


TRAILER ANALYSIS ‘ 


Funnily enough, this situation looks very similar 
to that of The Void, reviewed in this issue, in that 
it’s a film produced outside of this year (2014) that 
did well on the festival circuit, but has only recently 
received a theatrical release. 


Set in the 70s, two teenagers appear to be cliff 
diving, although the girl chickens out, leaving her 
brother to jump into a flooded quarry. He doesn't 
come back up. 


She is comforted by her grandfather, Sheriff 
Waterhouse, played by grizzle specialist Ted Levine, 
listed as the lead. She meets some dubious grizzled 
types near an abandoned railway tunnel, including 
a top-hatted individual who explains her brother 
can be resurrected, if someone takes her place. 


The middle section of the trailer is some flashbe 
to what looks like backwoods gypsy rituals, So 
there’s a supernatural element here. There’s some 
quick cutting, running and shooting, so while it 
doesn't look like there’s huge amounts of action, 
there should be enough. 


Lots of dark spooky shots, lots of muted colours, 
emphasising the retro 70s styling. 


Ted Levine is good to watch, so it’s probably worth 
watching, and like The Void, fits into this new 
retro horror revival alongside shows like Stranger 
Things. It doesn’t appear to have a UK theatrical 
release slated, and came out in march in the US, so 
maybe wait for a digital release or Blu-ray outside 
of America. 
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ANALYSIS 


If you want to get a lot of stuff into a trailer, 
whilst also retaining coherence and heart, then 
Foxe) qravemielaval-samsat-lamaalicmer-|i(-1e ela i-]au me) naar 
Planet of the Apes. There's a lot of action and 
quotable lines, but also a thematic through line of 
humanity vs nature, and what that really means. 
The setup is clear, a mad Colonel is hell bent on 
finishing off the apes for good after the events 
of the Dawn of the Planet of the Apes (2014). 
Caesar and his disciples are trying to survive 


def 


this war and there is a push and pull of what it 
means to be human. Simple and effective. 


Woody Harrelson looks sufficiently mad as the 
Colonel, and I already hate him just from seeing 
the trailers. This is also opposite my affection 
from Caesar, engendered after two films of 


excellent character development anda stunning 


portrayal by Andy Serkis. Seriously I might not 
care about a character in a film series more 
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ch is the key to a good action 
1out Dawn I winced every time it 
omeone might be hurt, and that 
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tography looks splendid, with the 
y Vature contrasted with the cold, 
dystopian world of the humans. Again, the themes 
are in play. The production design is perfect by the 
looks of things and, just like Dawn, the colouring 
tonally appropriate, not just stylistic. 


I don't feel I need to say much more on this one. 
t wait for this film, unfortunately I'm going 


have to, until 14th of July in > ll 
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MAN 


by Andrew Duncan 


MIGUEL: Well don’t blame me! 
TULIO: I’m blaming you! 


I've used that quote, and many from this movie, 
since it came out in 2000. I don’t remember when I 
first saw it (that was half my lifetime ago...), but I've 


watched The Road to El Dorado easily 100 times. I 
learned the word ‘loquacious’, and obtained a love 
for Kevin Klein that has never wavered. 


The story is that two ne’er do wells with a treasure 
map - Miguel and Tulio - escape a mob by hiding 
in some barrels which they didn't realise were 


| LOVE THE ROA D| 
TOEL DORADO / 
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destined for the New World, via Cortes’ fleet of 
Ships. They are discovered at sea, and after making 
a break for it wind up exactly where their treasure 
map says to begin, if looking for El Dorado, the lost 
city of gold. Through a series of events, they wind 
up in El Dorado being praised as the gods who 
had bestowed the area with life, and scheme to 
abscond with as much gold as they can. 


Miguel and Tulio are voiced by Kenneth Branagh 
and Kevin Klein, who were absolutely perfect. I’m 
upset that their versions of one of the songs isn’t 
on the official soundtrack, just the original Elton 
John one (though still, wonderful soundtrack). 
Apparently the pair performed all of their lines 


in a booth together, which is something that 
just doesn’t happen - everyone is kept apart and 
receive their direction separately. The way they 
bicker and argue, talking over one another... it’s 
just fantastically done, and something that not 


even Pixar have managed to copy with character 
interactions. Though apparently Jafar and Iago in 
Aladdin were in the same booth, so that might 
explain why I love those characters... 


Now, I did mention Cortes earlier, or rather 
as he’s known historically, Hernan Cortés de 
Monroy y Pizarro Altamirano, Marquis of the 
Valley of Oaxaca - the Spanish Conquistador who 
basically single-handedly wiped out the Aztecs 


and colonised parts of South America. This being 
a Dreamworks movie, and not a Disney, means 
that we got to hear Jim Cummings talking about 
stowaways being flogged and enslaved - but given 
the amount of parts Cummings had in this movie, 
we pretty much got to hear him say everything. 


However, Cortes isn’t the villain of the movie 
- that honour goes to Priest Tzekel-Kan, voiced 
perfectly by Armand Assante. All of the actors 
sound great, but there’s just something special 
about Assante’s delivery. 


Edward James Olmos and Rosie Perez round out 
the main cast, the former as Chief Tannabok and 


the latter as Chel - Tulio’s love interest who winds 
up joining them for their future adventures. 


Unfortunately, these never happened given 
the fact that the movie made only about half 
of its budget back, marking it as a flop. An 
estimated $95,000,000 was spent on this (and it 
shows), but it only grossed $50,802,661, which 
cancelled the planned sequels before they hit 
the scripting stages. 


MIGUEL: You fight like my sister! 
TULIO: I've fought your sister. 
That’s a compliment. 


With the amazing voice acting, brilliant and bright 
visuals, and perfect script, I have no idea how it 
failed to ignite the public interest. It had a perfect 
blend of humour for kids and plenty for adults. 
It’s all down to the timing of the actors, too. I was 
reading some quotes to include in this piece, and 
I realised that some of them aren't funny without 
the delivery! I'll give some examples: 


Miguel and Tulio are in the sea, their rowboat 
has been capsized by the galleons ferrying Cortes 
and his men to the Americas. Tulio looks up and 
shouts “Holy ship!” 


Now, that’s kinda funny. But in context, and with 
Klein’s delivery it makes me burst out laughing 
every. single. time. Ho-ly SHIP! 


Another one, Tulio: “We are working a con, 
walking the razor’s edge. On one side, gold. On 


the other side... painful, agonizing failure!” - the 
way he pauses for each syllable in the end of 
the sentence make it funny, even if the wall he 
gestured to wasn't covered ina mural of someone 
being stabbed to death. 


I'll not mention the pretty obvious sexual act 
occurring between Chel and Tulio around the 
midpoint of the movie, but I was 17 at the time... 


If you've never seen The Road to El Dorado, I 
fully recommend it. The music, the design, sound 
effects, script and especially the voice acting... 
There are few movies I enjoy as much, probably 
proven by the fact I’m writing about it and not one 
of those. It’s not my favourite ever movie, but it’s 
definitely my favourite movie created post-1990. 
And I was super into Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
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When a hype train reaches the levels that Game of 
my thrones has, a convoy of critics will form behind 
it, like they've unplugged from the fucking Matrix 
or something. Obviously, I am not one of those 
people, and this teaser has got me pumped. 


“Long Walk” features GoT’s’ three most powerful 
people, Cersei Lannister, Jon Snow and Daenerys 
Targaryen, taking the titular “long walk” to their 
respective thrones. At this point Cersei is the 
queen of Westeros, Jon is the king in the North, 
and Daenerys is coming for everything they've 
got. The teaser sets this up as the primary 
focus, that being the war between these three 
factions. I hope for a hot start, like a large battle 
or something to start the season, and hopefully 
the tension remains heightened throughout this 
Shortened run. In case you didn’t know Season 
seven will only have seven episodes as opposed 
to the standard ten. I think that due to the fewer 
episodes, they could and should ramp up the 
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tension and conflict, as it will be easier to maintain 
that with less time to fill. Plus most GoT detractors 
cite the lack of action as the major drawback so 
this could mitigate that. 


Upon the three character's taking a seat on their 
thrones, some candles blow out, Cersei breathes 
cold air, and we pull out, revealing the iris of a 
White Walker. The implication here being that 
while the three humans squabble, the White 
Walkers are lurking, watching and waiting. I 
think the arc here is pretty apparent. Season 
seven will be the conflict between Cersei, Jon and 
Daenerys until at some point, probably the last 
episode of the season, the White Walkers will 
show up past the wall and everyone will realise 
they have to work together. So then season eight 
will be humans versus White Walkers. Maybe it’s 
predictable, but who cares, because I'm sure it 
will be great. 


NEW TV SHOWS COMING 
OUT APRIL 2017 


The Emmy’ Award-winning comedy returns. 


KEVIN BACON KATHRYN HAHN 
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Be 
Mésier of None 
SENSE8 | LOVE DICK MASTER OF NONE 
(Season 2) (New Show) (New Show) 
A group of people around A married couple's The personal and 
the world are suddenly relationship is put to the professional life of 
linked mentally, and must test when they both fall Dev, a 30-year-old 
find a way to survive for the same professor. actor in New York. 


being hunted by those 
who see them as a threat 
to the world’s order. 
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DOWNWARD DOG 
(New Show] 
A lonely dog navigates 
the complexity of 21st 
century relationships. 


19™ MAY 
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12 MONKEYS 
(New Show] 
A woman is rescued 
from a doomsday cult 
and starts life over again 
in New York City. 


“UNBREAKABLE- 
KIMMY SCHMIDT 


MAY 19 


UNBREAKABLE 
KIMMY SCHMIDT 
(Season 3] 
A woman is rescued 
from a doomsday cult 
and starts life over again 
in New York City. 


21°"MAY 


“ind 
A LIMITED EVENT SERIES. 
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TWIN PEAKS 
(New Show] 

The “Twin Peaks” revival 
picks up 25 years after 
the inhabitants of a 
quaint northwestern 
town were stunned 
when their homecoming 
queen Laura Palmer was 
shockingly murdered. 
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) NEW SEASON PREMIERES 
& (JUNE 7.| TUESDAYS 


CASUAL 

(Season 3) 
A new comedy series 
about a bachelor brother 
and his newly divorced 
sister living under one 
roof again. Together, 
they coach each other 
through the crazy world 
of dating while raising 
her teenage daughter. 


30™ MAY 


KEVIN ROBIN 
SPACEY WRIGHT 


HOUSES 
of CARDS 


NEW EPISODES 
arch 4 


HOUSE OF CARDS 
(Season 5) 
A Congressman works with 
his equally conniving wife 
to exact revenge on the 
people who betrayed him. 


ANIMAL KINGDOM 
(Season 2) 
The series follows a 17-year- 
old boy, who, after the 
death of his mother, moves 
in with the Codys, a criminal 
family clan governed by 
matriarch Smurf. Ellen 
Barkin portrays the leading 
role of Janine “Smurf” 
Cody, played by Jacki 
Weaver in the 2010 film. 


THE CARMICHAEL 
SHOW 
(Season 3) 

Follows the life of stand 

up comedian Jerrod 
Carmichael as he navigates 
through life with his 
therapist in-training 
girlfriend and his heavily 
opinionated family. 


KINGDOM 
(Season 3) 
A retired MMA fighter 
turned trainer juggles 
keeping his mixed martial 
arts gym running and 
keeping his family united. 


NEW FILMS COMING 
OUT MAY 2017 
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GUARDIANS OF THE 
GALAXY VOL. 2 

Set to the backdrop of 
Awesome Mixtape #2, 
‘Guardians of the Galaxy 
Vol. 2’ continues the team’s 
adventures as they unravel 
the mystery of Peter 
Quill’s true parentage. 


"DEBRA 
» WINGER 


THE LOVERS 
Debra Winger and Tracy 
Letts play a long-married, 
dispassionate couple who 
are both in the midst 
of serious affairs. But 
on the brink of calling it 
quits, a spark between 
them suddenly reignites, 
leading them into an 
impulsive romance. 
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GENERATIONS 
After Ray decides to 
transition from female 
to male, Ray’s mother, 
Maggie, must come to 
terms with the decision 
while tracking down 
Ray’s biological father to 
get his legal consent. 


BURDEN CHUCK 
Klu Klux Klansman, Mike A drama inspired by 
Burden, opens the Redneck the life of heavyweight 
Shop and KKK museum boxer Chuck Wepner. 
in historic Laurens, SC. 
When Mike subsequently 
falls in love with a single 
mom, under her influence, 
he quits the Klan and is 
taken in by an African 
American Reverend. 
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HANDSOME: 
A NETFLIX 
MYSTERY MOVIE 
Gene Handsome is an 
LA homicide detective 
who tries to make sense 
of his life as he solves 
crime. Handsome's knack 
for solving mysteries 
is matched only by his 
inability to make sense 
of his own problems. 


THE DINNER 
A look at how far parents 
will go to protect their 
children. Feature film 
based on a novel by 
Herman Koch. 


This is the closest they've been in years, 


SNATCHED 
When her boyfriend 
dumps her before their 
exotic vacation, a young 
woman persuades her 
ultra-cautious mother to 
travel with her to paradise, 
with unexpected results. 
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LOWRIDERS 
A young street artist in 
East Los Angeles is caught 
between his father’s 
obsession with lowrider 
car culture, his ex-felon 
brother and his need 
for self-expression. 


KING ARTHUR: 

LEGEND OF 

THE SWORD 
Robbed of his birthright, 
Arthur comes up the 
hard way in the back 
alleys of the city. But 
once he pulls the sword 
from the stone, he is 
forced to acknowledge 
his true legacy - whether 
he likes it or not. 


DEAD AWAKE 


DEAD AWAKE 
A young woman must save 
herself and her friends 
from an ancient evil that 
Stalks its victims through 
the real-life phenomenon 
of sleep paralysis. 


AARON TAYLOR-JOHNSON JOHN CENA 


THE WALL 
Two American Soldiers are 
trapped by a lethal sniper, 
with only an unsteady 
wall between them. 


NEW FILMS COMING 
OUT MAY 2017 


12™ MAY 


DIANE LANE ARNAUD VIARD and ALEC BALDWIN 


“DIANE LANE ISA 
PLEASURE THROUGHOUT. 
BUOYANT AND LIGHT-HEARTED— 
SCENIC AND MOUTH-WATERING STOPS 
ALONG THE WAY— BEAUTIFUL TOWNS, 
FINE LOCAL WINES AND 
FABULOUS MEALS” 
“Todd McCarthy, THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
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PARIS CAN WAIT 
With Diane Lane and Alec 
Baldwin, What should 
be a seven-hour drive 
turns into a carefree two- 
day adventure replete 
with diversions involving 


picturesque sights, fine food 


and wine, humor, wisdom 
and romance, reawakening 
Anne's senses and giving 
her a new lust for life. 


GENERATION IRON 2 
Sequel to the 2013 film 
‘Generation Iron’, A 
documentary that follows 
top bodybuilders as they 
train to compete in the 
Mr. Olympia competition. 
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ALIEN: COVENANT 
The crew of the colony 
ship Covenant, bound 
for a remote planet on 
the far side of the galaxy, 
discovers what they 
think is an uncharted 
paradise. When they 
uncover a threat beyond 
their imagination, 
they must attempt a 
harrowing escape. 


DIARY OF A 
WIMPY KID: THE 
LONG HAUL 
A Heffley family road 
trip to attend Meemaw’s 
90th birthday party goes 
hilariously off course 
thanks to Greg's newest 
scheme to get to a video 
gaming convention. 


EVERYTHING, 
EVERYTHING 
A teenager who's lived 
a Sheltered life because 
she's allergic to everything, 
falls for the boy who 
moves in next door. 


CHAMPION 


CHAMPION 
In the supercharged world 
of dirt track racing, a single 
mistake causes the lives 
of two men to change 
forever. One must fight 
for his family, the other 
must fight to forgive. 


NEW FILMS COMING 


OUT MAY 2017 
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WAKEFIELD 
A man’s nervous 
breakdown causes him to 
leave his wife and live in his 
attic for several months. 


PAINT IT BLACK 
After her boyfriend 
abruptly dies, Josie 
(Alia Shawkat) becomes 
closer to his pianist 
mother Janet McTeer). 
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PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: DEAD 
MEN TELL NO TALES 
Captain Jack Sparrow 
searches for the 
trident of Poseidon. 


GET YOUR GUARD ON © 


BAYWATCH 
Devoted lifeguard 
Mitch Buchanan butts 
heads with a brash new 
recruit. Together, they 
uncover a local criminal 
plot that threatens the 
future of the Bay. 


WAR MACHINE 
A successful, charismatic 
four-star general, 
Glenn McMahon, leaps 
in like a rock star to 
command NATO forces 
in Afghanistan, only 
to be taken down by a 
journalist's no-holds- 
barred expose. 


BERLIN SYNDROME 
A passionate holiday 
romance leads to an 
obsessive relationship, 
when an Australian 
photojournalist wakes 
one morning ina 
Berlin apartment and 
is unable to leave. 


NEW FILMS COMING 


OUT MAY 2017 
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BLACK BUTTERFLY 
A down-on-his luck 
screenwriter picks up a 
drifter and offers him a 
place to stay, not knowing 
that soon he'll become a 
prisoner, forced to write 
for a deranged stranger. 
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THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE GRATEFUL DEAD 


LONG STRANGE TRIP 
Emerging from the Bay 
Area’s vibrant 1960s 
counterculture, the 
Grateful Dead were a 
motley crew whose unique 
sound sprang from an 
eclectic blend of influences: 
bluegrass, folk ballads, 
R&B, free-form jazz, 
classical and jug band. 
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2. THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS 
Mpunious When a mysterious woman seduces Dom into the world of 
terrorism and a betrayal of those closest to him, the crew face 
trials that will test them as never before. 


3. LOGAN 

In the near future, a weary Logan cares for Professor X. However, 
Logan's attempts to hide from the world and his legacy are 
upended when a young mutant arrives, pursued by dark forces. 


4. KONG: SKULL ISLAND 

A team of scientists explore an uncharted island in the Pacific, 
venturing into the domain of the mighty Kong, and must fight to 
escape a primal Eden. 


5. FIFTY SHADES DARKER 

While Christian wrestles with his inner demons, Anastasia 
must confront the anger and envy of the women who came 
before her. 


TOP GROSSING FILMS 
OF 2017 UP TO APRIL 
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SWORD 


ART ONLINE 


THE MOVIE: ORDINAL 
SCALE FILM REVIEW 


by Owen Chan CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


sy swore Art Online The Movie: Ordinal Scale, aside 


Honestly, if I were to do my own deep dive of 


from the annoying title length, is a movie for 
better or worse - a movie quintessentially Sword 
Art Online. It does fans of the franchise right, 
wronging its haters, and will stir lukewarm water 
results with the general viewing public. 


The plot is as follows: a new form of technology 
called the Augma blurs the perception of reality 
and fiction with a headset, creating a new sense 
of immersion and interconnectivity of the world 
using augmented reality. Featuring the eponymous 
game Ordinal Scale, it features a combination of 
gameplay and real world application of corporate 
sponsorship. However, all is not what it seems. A 
revelation is found within the system begins to 
upheave the world around Kazuto Kirigaya. All 
signs point to this mysterious second best ranked 
player and a virtual AI idol that appears to have a 
mind of its own. 


what this movie contains it would deserve its 
own dedicated full length feature of spoilerific 
proportions. But this review will cover the jist of 
the movie. And this a very simple, it’s a solid Anime 
movie from a show spanning two series. 


From the get go, this movie is unapologetic about 
its continuation of the series that can/will leave 
certain viewers hanging and confused to who 
these characters are. Which helps the movie 
maintain a consistent narrative, that revolves 
around a group of friends overcoming adversity in 
the thick of it. The opening act does start slightly 
Slow, but it manages to set a tone that some other 
Anime movies that stem from a series struggle. 
The monologue doesn't help the situation, but its 
quick and dirty approach lets the movie shine in 
where the budget matters: the action. 


With its incredible host of talented animators, 
this movie features action scenes that easily rival 
Sword of the Stranger. Its stellar boss fight scenes 
and combat choreography showcase power, style, 
speed, impact, and direction which many animated 
fight scenes can often lack. However, that’s not to 
say this movie is consistent animation-wise outside 
of these scene. Veteran/experienced Anime fans 
will clearly see and recognise cut corners, which 
even those not within this genre of entertainment 
could pick up. Whilst not a disservice to the movie, 
it bears mentioning since visual quality often goes 
hand in hand with the overall content’s quality. 
That unfortunately downplays certain scenes 
during the character interactions. 


But when it matters, it hits its beats on cue like a 
well-oiled machine. Asuna isn't sidelined like a hard 
shoulder on the road and maintains an incredible 
solid performance. Who is rather inspiring at 
times, representing a tenacity not often seen with 
supporting heroines. With her starting position 
being beyond Kazuto, the revelatory second act 


sees Kirito forced into the limelight. The usual 
hero’s journey unfolds at an almost flawless beat 
for beat pace. Its final act between the two main 
characters feeling organic, if not a little stunted. 
The closing finale screams “let me have it!”, and 
beyond its shining glory, the narrative and set 
piece climax reaches its high. 


Fun and absurd. Time dedicated to each of the 
characters is ample within the movie that it makes 
each of them fleshed enough to understand, for 
the most part. By the time the third act opens, 
the seams of the movie begin to show. Characters 
are thrown in left, right and centre. It'll leave the 
uninitiated relatively lost in this ensemble cast, 
with its final/closing act appearing out of the left 
field that'll make fans of the series cheer in joy — 
(as did my screening) or confused in each of the ; 


character’s relevance. The pacing of the movie ™ 
whilst incredibly fluid and dynamic, featuring 
almost no fat. It leaves little left for the antagonists 
totruly shine, other than beingthetypical mustache 
twirling villain. 
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By no means is this a perfect movie, even as a 
Sword Art Online movie it has its faults. Kazuto’s 


Mew character progression feels rushed and lacked 


‘nuance that will drive some people insane in 
comprehension. Characters are still sidelined, 
that'll make viewers wonder why they exist. It’s 
level of fanservice (the deliberate act of pandering 
to its audience) whilst not as bad as its previous 
installments, is still present and will be a turnoff 
for some people. It’s blend of pseudoscience and 
reality becomes a blurred mess, and doesn't do its 
concept the correct service - falling into its trapping 
of not doing enough. 


But then this movie never tries to be a moral 
or emotional question on reality. Its alarming 
parallels with the real world, and its progression 
of the internet of things, will make you feel like the 
movie doesn't do its premise justice. The movie 
acknowledges them, just that it cares more about 
the characters interactions and the implications 
of the events surrounding them. Focusing on 


Kazuto and Asuna for more than half the movie, 
this movie is more a test of their relationship and 
echos a threat beyond your typical big bad villain. 
That has mass appeal and might strike some 
people close to heart, although its resolution isn’t 
exactly desirable, proving that this is a franchise, 
even with its flaws, has solid content. That'll leave 
fans wanting more, haters screaming at their 
monitors and general public being more and more 
divided on whether this franchise has legs beyond 
its 2012 popularity boost. With a western series of 
Sword Art Online being made on the horizon, if 
Reki Kawahara has a Say in it then it could prove 
promising. 


Sword Art Online The Movie: Ordinal Scale whilst 
not a standout masterpiece. It can be regarded as 
mediocre at worst and awesome at its best. As a 
review and critical thought piece, this movie sits 
better than average. Although unapologetic with 
its writing, this isa movie recommended with prior 
knowledge of the series. 


FIGHT FOR SPACE 
TRAILER ANALYSIS 
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This space documentary, directed by Paul J. 
Hildebrandt, absolutely slams the space program 
-atleastasfarasIcantellafter watching thetrailer. 
The likes of Neil DeGrasse Tyson, Jim Lovell, and 
Bill freaking Nye make an appearance. Fight for 
Space details the United States Space Program's 
attempt - or lack thereof - to get to Mars. 


It has been more than four decades since 
humans have been to the moon, and that is 
still the farthest humanity has ever gotten. The 
direction NASA is going is disappointing to a lot 
of people, including Jim Lovell (Gemini and Apollo 
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missions). 2030 was the projected date for, at the 
least, the orbiting of Mars. At this rate, it won't 
happen for quite a while. Why? I have no clue, 
maybe you should watch the documentary when 
it comes out. Nowadays, the budget for NASA 
is so low, and there isn’t really a fix in sight. In 
the documentary, Bill Nye claims that we aren't 
taking enough risks. 


Fight for Space is expected to be released on 19 
May 2017. It’s available for pre-order on iTunes 
and Vimeo. 
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BOKEH TRAILER ANALYSIS 


by Elisabeth Sills CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


Ayoung, happy American couple have been saving 
up for a trip to Iceland and they finally are able to 
go. Together they explore the beauty and wonder 
of the country they have been wanting to visit for 


so long, but everything may not be what it seems. 
The title of the film, Bokeh, is a photography 
term referring to the out of focus portions of 


a photograph, a figurative reference for the 
situation the young couple finds themselves in. 
They wake one morning to find the city they had 
been staying in completely abandoned, as if the 
whole town just left during the night. With no 
one to talk to and nowhere to turn locally, they 
find the internet is still working and search for 


answers there. What would you do if you found 
yourself abandoned in a city and left to your own 
devices? You can do anything, everything, and 
lose it all as well. 


Written and directed by Geoffrey Orthwein, 
Andrew Sullivan and starring Maika Monroe 


and Matt O'Leary, this film asks what does the 
ultimate isolation do to a person? Is one other 
person enough to keep you from losing your 
mind? Find the answers this March in theatres in 
the USA, and hopefully we will have a UK release 
date in the future. 
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_ GUARDIANS OF THE 
GALAXY SOUNDTRACK 


by Andrew Duncan 


If there is one thing the two Guardians of the 
Galaxy movies do well, it’s their soundtracks. 
From the initial trailers to the finished package, 
the first GotG was pretty much Top Hits of the 70s. 
As such, if you like some funk and old style soul 
then you were probably bopping your head along 
to various parts of this 2014 movie. 


CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


In anticipation of Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 
2, we've reproduced the soundtrack for the first 
movie on these very pages! 


Film & TV Mag is not responsible for any videos that 
are now unavailable 


ropes eens 


ee 


AWESCM FemeX VOL. 1 


| ¢ 


mx VOL. | 


+ 


AWESCM FemtX VOL. 1 


| ¢ 


mex VOL. | 


+ 


AWESCM FemetX VOL. 1 


| ¢ 


AWESCM FametX VOL. 1 


] ¢ 


AWESCM GemxX VOL. 1 


merX VOL, 1 


7 


FILM AND TV MAGAZINE // MAY 2017 


7” TTT. * 
i | 
| | \ f 

| 


; 


: ee — 
= 
‘i 


Pr. 


| he “an 


"FILMS 10 YEARS AG 


MAY 2007 


by Ciro Crispino 


CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


We got in the Wayback Machine to check out movies from exactly a decade ago. 


Before we begin this month, I feel I need to make 
a bit of a confession. Whilst doing these articles, 
I have mainly focused on the films that I already 
liked or that made the biggest impact. I think 
I've been wasting an opportunity to potentially 
uncover some hidden gems and talk about films 
that were overlooked. So, from now on I'll try to 
cover all the bases and find the buried treasures. 


With that said, May 2007 was a stingy month, with 
only ten films releasing. However this was a pretty 
varied group and there is a healthy dose of good 
and bad. There’s the mediocre Lucky You, where 
Eric Bana stars as as a poker player with daddy 
issues, and only took in $8,382,477 on a $55 
million budget. There were some lesser works; The 
Ex, Georgie Rule and Delta Farce (5% on Rotten 
Tomatoes). There was Bug, a pretty polarising 


horror film. Mark Kermode was very positive about 
it but CinemaScore gave it an F based on general 
audience reaction. Lastly there’s Shrek the Third, 
which didn’t quite live up to the expectations of 
the previous two entries in that particular series. 
It was incredibly successful though, grossing 
$799 million on a $160 million budget, making it 
the fourth highest grossing film of 2007. Alright, 
so now let’s talk get in depth about some of the 
standouts of May. 


WAITRESS: 

Waitress is one of those hidden gems I was talking 
about earlier. The film was written and directed 
by Adrienne Shelly and stars Keri Russell as Jenna 
Hunterson, an unhappy waitress who falls for her 
doctor after she becomes pregnant. Her husband 
is also a controlling bully whom she longs to get 


away from. Supporting cast includes Nathan Fillion 
as Dr. Pomatter, Cheryl Hines and director Shelly 
as Jenna's coworkers and friends, Jeremy Sisto as 
Jenna’s husband Earl, and Andy Griffith as Joe, the 
owner of the diner where Jenna works. 


I did not expect to like this film as much as I did. It 
mixes kitschy Americana and quirky Southerners 
with more serious topics like domestic abuse and 
infidelity to create a mural of moods and tones 
that - in the hands of a lesser director and writer 
- would not have tessellated this well. It presents 
an almost cartoonish American suburbia in 
which Jenna waits tables in a stereotypical diner. 
People talk like Foghorn Leghorn, and initially this 
alienated me. It didn’t seem real, but I think that's 
kind of the point. These people are caricatures 
of the American small town proletariat and their 


problems and interactions are almost laughable. 
However this opens itself up for subversion and 
you grow a lot of affection for these characters by 
the end of the film. 


This is all anchored by a wonderful performance 
from Keri Russell, whose character opens 
an aperture with which to see an abusive 
relationship in a far more different light than 
you're perhaps accustomed to. Jenna lives a 
pretty normal, monotonous life. Her particular 
brand of unhappiness is nuanced. She isn’t mopy, 
she doesn’t always look tired, and she doesn't 
complain too much (despite the fact that it would 
be understandable). Her despondency is glimpsed 
through interaction and reaction as opposed to 
exposition which, coupled with Russell's sublimely 
Stripped back turn, paints a for more realistic and 


empathetic picture than I can I can recall seeing in 
a film with this subject matter. Nathan Fillion does 
a great job asJenna’s love interest Dr. Jim Pomatter. 


76 If Russell is the dramatic heart of the film, then 


Fillion is the comedic soul. He has always been 
great at delivering snappy dialogue and making 
the simplest exchanges funny, and that is no more 
apparent than in Waitress. The biggest laughs for 
me were brought by Fillion. 


Unfortunately, it would be impossible to talk 
about Waitress without mentioning the tragic 
circumstances surrounding it. You see, director, 
writer, and star Adrienne Shelly was murdered 
three months before the film premiered at the 
Sundance Film Festival. She hadn't even yet learned 
that it would be at Sundance, which according to 
her husband, had been her dream. I have never 
seen a film like Waitress before and now, sadly, I 
don't know if] ever will again. Please give it a watch, 
I think it has something for almost everyone. Yes, 
it’s a bit cheesy, but who cares? I think you need a 
bit of that sometimes. 


SPIDER-MAN 3: 

I just got to talk about one of the best films of 
2007, and now I get to talk about one of the 
most disappointing. Spider-Man 3 is not good 
and director Sam Raimi realises it. He said in an 
interview with The Hollywood Reporter in 2014 
that he “messed up plenty with the third Spider- 
Man” and concedes that he shouldn't have even 
made the film because he “didn't really believe 
in all the characters.” The key phrase there being 
“all the characters.” 


Spider-Man 3 had so many characters, and 
a superhero action film is never going to be 
able to juggle that many introductions when 
there’s a lot of room needed for the set pieces 
and fight scenes. Firstly, it had three villains in 
Sandman, The Green Goblin and Venom. Three 
villains with completely different backstories 
and relationships with the titular hero was 
never going to work. There’s also the redundant 
love triangle between Peter Parker, long time 
main squeeze Mary Jane, and newcomer Gwen 
Stacy. This results in a lot of crying and poorly 
written arguing. On top of all of this, there’s 
Peter Parker’s turn to the emo side, what with 
his fringe, dancing and putting dirt in people’s 
eyes. There’s simply too much story here for 
one film to manage. 


I think most people agree that Sandman should 
have been the sole villain as his backstory and 
motivation was easily the most compelling part 
of the film. If they wanted to include Peter’s 
Strained relationship with former best friend 
Harry Osborn, then that could have been a 
great B story. Turning him into the new Green 


Goblin was completely unnecessary. Don’t get 
me wrong, I really wanted a venom appearance, 
but after seeing it fucked up this badly I don't 
know if I want it anymore. I liked Topher Grace 
in That ‘70s Show (1998 -2006) but he was such 
a poor choice for Eddie Brock that I genuinely 
can’t understand how he was cast. 


The film was a hit though, raking in $890 
million on a $258 million budget, making 
it the third highest grossing film of 2007. 
Unfortunately though, it is a stain on what 
was on track to becoming a fantastic trilogy, 
with the two preceding films being great 
superhero Stories. Spider-Man 2 is still one of 
the best superhero films to date in my opinion 
and I think 3 has a lot to do with them being 
forgotten somewhat. 


I could talk all day about the problems with 
Spider-Man 3, for there are many, but to sum 
it up it’s just too much. Too many villains, too 
many love interests, too many backstories and 
far too much putting dirt in people's eyes. 


28 WEEKS LATER: 

From an overblown sequel, to an underrated 
one (my segues are on point today). 28 Weeks 
Later is the sequel to the 2002 Danny Boyle 
directed masterpiece 28 Days Later. After a large 
section of London is reclaimed from the infected 
by NATO, many former residents are returned 
home. Naturally though, there is a strong military 
presence, with snipers lining the rooftops and high 
security fences bordering the area. As the infected 
are reported to be on the verge of extinction due 
to starvation and military intervention, a couple 


of kids sneak out to find their old house. I won't 
spoil how this goes wrong in case you haven't seen 
the film, but rest assured that it does, horribly. All 
hell eventually breaks loose and the protagonists 
have to get to safety. The film is directed by Juan 
Carlos Fresnadillo, who, as you may notice, is 
not Danny Boyle. The film was also not written 
by Alex Garland. This could have resulted in a 
redundant and exploitative sequel but what we 


got was actually something that I don't know 
could have been done any better. 


It takes the desolation of the England seen in the 
first film, and exchanges it for a more packed 
urban setting due to the number of people who 
have been returned to London. This makes it feel 
fresh right of the bat, as the first film inspired panic 
and fear with it’s sporadic and intense scenes 
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of violence amidst stretches of nothingness, 
which only intensified the action. Weeks instead 
recognises that it has a chance to toy with that, 
and almost reverses the process. The sequel has 
hordes of infected being gunned down in the 
Streets and packed rooms that slowly get taken 
over amidst chaos. This, in turn, intensifies the 
slower, more intimate scenes and results in a 
great companion piece to the original. 
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The film has a great cast, including Robert Carlyle, 
Rose Byrne anda pre Avengers Jeremy Renner. An 
American presence in a sequel to a great British 
film would normally result in eye rolls, but they 
help freshen things up and enhance the scale and 
Stakes. 28 Weeks Later isn’t upscaled enough to 
make it feel too big, instead it’s just right to make 
it seem new and interesting, without sacrificing 
the spirit of the original. 


Of course I can’t not mention the opening 
sequence for this film. I won't go into too much 
detail in case you haven't seen it, but it is one of 
the most intense and frightening hot starts to a 
horror film, not just in recent memory, but I think 
ever. Even people who don't particularly care for 
the film as a whole will acknowledge the brilliance 
of the opening sequence. 


Seriously, 28 Weeks Later is one of the most 
underrated horror sequels ever and if you've 
been avoiding it out of love for the original, I'm 
telling you to give it a go. I don’t think you will 
be disappointed. 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

AT WORLD’S END 

Iworry that Isometimes come of as a Snarky film 
student (I know I can be), but I want you to know 
that, from the bottom of my heart, I hate the 
Pirates of the Caribbean films. Curse of the Black 
Pearl (2003) was enjoyable, but beyond that I 
think that all the rest are absolutely shite and I 
lament the fact that there is a new one coming 
out this year. 


AtWorld’s Endis one of those filmsthatI wiped from 
my memory the second the credits started rolling. 
I have vague images of Davy Jones’ locker and a 
big battle at the end. Too be completely honest, 
I can't really distinguish this from Dead Man's 
Chest (2006). It’s all just the same swashbuckling 
nonsense to me. 


I will say that Johnny Depp is enjoyable in the role 
of Captain Jack Sparrow, as he really is the only 
person in these films who actually seems to give 
a shit. Apparently these films are only continuing 
because Depp loves playing the character so much, 
so I'm glad he's having fun, I guess. 


At World’s End was (sadly) the highest grossing 
film of 2007 taking in $963 million against a $300 
million budget. I don’t get it, I never have and I 
never will. 


So that’s May. A short, but intriguing, month to say 
the least. We got three of the of the top ten highest 
grossing films of the year (all in the top four), so 
what it lacked in quantity it sure made up for in 
profit. June’s a little more varied so look forward 
to that one next month. 


Well, another WrestleMania has gone by, and 
despite some apathy from sections of the crowd 
on the night, and some questionable booking 
_ decisions, the show itself wasn't actually too bad. 
Min fact, it was arguably the best in recent years. We 


=== had the return of two almost certain future Hall 


of Famers, a live marriage proposal, an incredible 
Stage, and the show ended with perhaps the 
biggest “WrestleMania moment” in history - more 
on that later. 


WrestleMania 33 went on for a little over seven 
hours, with sections of fans feeling quality over 
quantity had been somewhat compromised, and 
while this argument is being used on a weekly 
basis, shouldn't the biggest show of the year be a 
grand spectacle that runs for hours? After all, it is 
only once a year! 


Starting off with the pre-show, there was the Hall 
of Fame panel discussing the events that were 
about to unfold, and although I’m not always a 
fan of WWE pre-shows, it definitely works for their 
four big PPV events. I watched the show with a 
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friend and we both enjoyed the pre-show. We had 
Started at 20:30 and the show ended up finishing 
a little after 05:00, so with almost nine hours of 
entertainment, it was important to have good 
variation on the night, and the WWE Network 
certainly delivered that. From interviews and a 
one-hour special program, to pre-show matches 
and the main card, quality over quantity was not 
compromised. 


The pre-show kicked off with Neville facing 
Austin Aries for the Cruiserweight Championship. 
It was to be expected these two would begin 
WrestleMania in an attempt to build up the crowd 
and excite them with their fast-paced offence. The 
two clearly have great chemistry, and the match 
did what it was supposed to do. Neville retaining 
the gold was the correct decision, as it helps build 
his allure of being untouchable, and down the line 
when he does lose his title, it'll mean a lot more 
than losing on a pre-show would have. But, how 
much can you build the prestige of a title if it’s on 
a pre-show? If you want the fans to invest in the 
Cruiserweights then giving them a bigger platform 


would surely be the way to go. Having said that, 
both performers put on a great show and did all 
they could to hype up the audience. 


Next was the Andre The Giant Memorial Battle 
Royal - the fourth instalment of the match. It’s a 
good way to give everyone on the roster a chance 
to appear at WrestleMania, but in truth the match 
often feels clumsy, rushed and uninspiring. The 
first Memorial Battle Royal at WrestleMania 30 
did feel important, with Cesaro lifting Big Show 
over the top rope to win the inaugural bout. But 
Cesaro’s lack of movement beyond the midcard 
after that win, along moving the Battle Royal to 
the pre-show the subsequent year dispelled a 
lot of interest from myself. Mojo Rawley was this 
year’s winner, perhaps surprisingly. NFL star Rob 
Gronkowski got involved to help his friend Mojo 
win the Battle Royal. It was the only celebrity 
involvement of the night, and it provided a bizarre 
moment where a member of security appeared to 
try and prevent him entering the ring. It was as 
though they hadn't realised he was booked to take 


part! It did feel strange to see Braun Strowman 
and Sami Zayn not be involved near the closing 
parts of the match - or even win it. Instead it was 
Mojo's moment, and although I had him to finish 
in the final four, him going all the way was a shock. 
Having him in the final two against Jinder Mahal 
killed any excitement and crowd build, as the 
ending of the match was very predictable. I hope 
it will be a defining moment for Mojo, and there's 
no doubt this is a great opportunity for him to get 
over with the fans, as he’s struggled to do so since 
his NXT call-up. 


Finally on the pre-show was the Intercontinental 
Championship match between Dean Ambrose 
and Baron Corbin. This match was moved to the 
pre-show after a Twitter campaign saw fans voice 


their concerns over the SmackDown Live Women’s fev 


Championship match being mooted for happening ‘ 
on the pre-show. In all honesty, this was probably 
the most lacklustre match of the event (not the 
most disappointing, with more on that later) as 
both wrestlers appeared uninterested for the 
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most part. Were they disappointed at being placed 
on the pre-show? Or do they just not have good 
chemistry together? This might be an unpopular 
opinion, but I think Dean Ambrose is one of the 
most overrated performers in the company. I 
liked his character in The Shield, but he comes off 
more kooky than this ‘lunatic’ character they like 
to bill him as. On the other hand, I think Baron 
Corbin could go a long way in the future, as he has 
almost everything going for him. He just needs 
solid booking for the next months leading into 
SummerSlam and WWE could have a major player 
in the main event scene. But as far as this match 
goes, it really didn’t deliver. 


MAIN SHOW 


Here goes, all five hours of it. WrestleMania 33 


yay Opened with AJ Styles facing Shane McMahon -a 


match sections of the fans were grumbling about, 
but one they felt would be a pleasant surprise. 
The match was unusual in that it was a normal 


match with no stipulations attached. Having said 
that, Shane still got his customary spots in - the 


failed elbow drop which saw him crash through 
the announce table, the failed shooting star press, 
and the legendary ‘coast to coast’ move on Styles. 
AJ Styles creates magic whoever he faces, and is 
arguably the greatest wrestler in the world, and 
has been for some time. The pacing of the match 
was great and both brought out the best in each 
other. It was a great opener, and fans weren't too 
expectant on any of Shane's infamous high spots 
as there was no time for fans to anticipate it. AJ 
Styles had to win, and he did. Really good, solid 
opening match, as you'd expect from these two. 


Next was the grudge match between United States 
Champion Chris Jericho and his former best friend, 
Kevin Owens. The two Canadians arguably had the 
best feud on RAW in 2017, and although the match 
was Solid and had a few good spots, it wouldn't 
have felt out of place as a main event of RAW, ora 
RAW exclusive pay-per-view. And that’s the issue, 
it didn't feel like a WrestleMania match, with the 
hatred between them not shining through as 
much as fans would have liked. With the rumours 
being Chris Jericho will be leaving to tour with his 
band Fozzy, Owens winning was the logical ending 
to the match. Let’s hope Owens can revitalise the 
United States Championship as the previous two 
holders of the belt have lessened its importance 
in the company. 


RAW TAG MATCH 

Next up was the four-way tag team ladder match, 
which was supposed to be three-way. That was 
until the dramatic return and addition to the 
match of the Hardy Boyz. Matt and Jeff have 
reinvented themselves tremendously over the last 
year, and they both really deserved their return, 


/ Py 

Matt especially. The tag team legends ended up 
winning the RAW Tag Team Championships in a 
pulsating match. All teams got their offence in, with 
Jeff Hardy’s Swanton Bomb off a ladder, through 
a ladder, being a particular highlight. This was an 
excellent and very entertaining match, and it felt 
like the best moment for the crowd in attendance. 


RAW WOMEN’S MATCH 

At last year’s WrestleMania, the triple threat match 
for the Women’s Championship was one of, if not 
the best match on the card. This year it fell a little 
flat in all honesty - partly through Nia Jax being in 
the match, and partly the fact that Bayley was going 
in as champion. The fans clearly like Bayley, but 
having her win the title on a throwaway episode 
of RAW months prior to this match felt flat. The 
underdog character they want Bayley meant it 
would have been the perfect platform for her to 
have her WrestleMania moment by winning the 
belt here, and the fans would've remembered it for 
years to come. The fact that she just retained her 


rather 
than an outpouring of joy. Bad booking decisions 


title made the moment feel like “oh cool”, 


in the build-up to this match, along with the nature [Fy= 


of an elimination match ultimately made this less 
than what it should have been. 


TRIPLE H/SETH ROLLINS 

Before we get into the match, what about Triple 
H’s entrance? I read something that said fans 
have spent over one accumulative hour watching 
his entrances alone. The Game loves a dramatic 
entrance, and this year’s was memorable - if not 
a little bizarre. The match had a great methodical 
pace to it, with Triple H leading the way superbly. 
The two of them told a great story, and the 
sequence of both trying to hit their finishing move 
was a cool spot as it added a certain amount of 
tension. 

Stephanie McMahon also finally got some 
comeuppance, when she crashed through a table. 
All in all, a great match, with great storytelling 
involved. The only real disappointment was that 


Samoa Joe didn’t show up at any point. For one 
of the best wrestlers in the world to not appear 
on the biggest show of the year was certainly a 
dampener for fans. It’s understandable that once 
Joe didn’t show up, that Finn Balor was likewise 
going to miss out this year. It is a great shame that 
the fans didn’t get to see his incredible entrance. 


JOHN CENA/NIKKI BELLA- 
MIZ/MARYSE 

As far as I’m concerned, this was the worst match 
on the entire main show, and only just ahead of 
the awful pre-show bout between Ambrose and 
Corbin. The pacing of this match was really off, and 
much of it was Miz getting heat from the crowd - 
or at least that’s what it should've been! The crowd 
took to the heel team of Miz and Maryse, going as 
far as chanting “YES! YES! YES! YES!” as he delivered 
Daniel Bryan's kicks to John Cena. As far as ‘anti- 
Cena’ crowds go, this was one of the most hostile 
he’s been in, the most anti-Cena WrestleMania 
crowd since Mania 28 against The Rock, which was 
ironically in Florida too. 

The only highlight of this match was the segment 


after it where John Cena proposed to his partner 
Nikki Bella. As much as some fans felt it was a bit 
too forced or cheesy, I thought his proposal was 
very sincere. Regardless of whether fans enjoyed 
it or not, there is no doubting that this was one of 
the night’s WrestleMania moments. It isn’t always 
aboutthe matches at WrestleMania, itis sometimes 
about those moments that will stay with the fans. 
After all, how many other PPV events would you 
see a kayfabe marriage proposal? 


BRAY WYATT/RANDY ORTON 

While this wasn’t the worst match on the card, 
it was certainly the most disappointing, which I 
briefly outlined earlier on. The build for this match 
was amazing, with Wyatt finally getting his long 
overdue push. I still felt it was the wrong decision to 
have Randy Orton win this year’s Royal Rumble, as 
by the time Bray Wyatt won the title at Elimination 
Chamber, it felt really flat. 

Having said that, I had really high hopes for 
this match. Unfortunately, Orton’s methodical 
pace and Wyatt’s over the top mind games gave 
this match a really slow and boring pacing. The 


crowd were totally uninterested throughout, and 
their reaction was best described as tepid when 
Bray Wyatt's ‘powers’ were on display. Let’s just 
remember, it’s WWE in 2017, and all Bray Wyatt 
could muster was to project worms, cockroaches 
and other insects onto the canvas! Really? The first 
time it appeared I thought “yeah, that’s kinda cool”. 
But seeing it three times and having thought about 
it afterwards, it really does come off as ridiculous. 
The disappointment didn’t end there however, 
as Orton was able to defeat Wyatt and claim the 
WWE World Title. It’s strange to see Bray Wyatt go 
0-3 at WrestleMania. The only upside I can think 
of is that Orton’s win could see him clash with AJ 
Styles at the next SmackDown Live exclusive PPV. 


BROCK LESNAR/GOLDBERG 

This was surprisingly my match of the night for few 
reasons. I hated their Survivor Series match and 
their Royal Rumble encounter, and even though it 
was obvious Brock Lesnar was winning this, it was 
the manner in which he did that was pleasantly 


surprising. This was a Straight up five minute fight. 
Finishers galore as Goldberg hit Lesnar with three 
Spears (one through the barricade), while Lesnar 
kicked out of the Jackhammer and hit Goldberg 
with ten German suplexes and a final F5. The 
match was brutal, and it was great for being that. 
Had this match surpassed ten minutes, Goldberg 
could've potentially blown out and the fans would 
have turned against him. Also, the Universal Title 
has been largely unimpressive thus far. Finn 
Balor vacating the belt after one day through 
injury halted any early momentum the WWE had 
hoped for. Goldberg felt like a placeholder, and 
it was obvious he would lose to Brock Lesnar. 
Even Kevin Owens’ reign was disappointing, as his 
‘friendship’ with Chris Jericho was more over with 
the fans than the belt was. Was I the only person 


hoping the WWE would've brought back the [Fy 


World Heavyweight Championship? I’m still not * 
convinced with the Universal Title - but someone 
like Brock is the right person to legitimise it. 
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SMACKDOWN LIVE WOMEN’S MATCH 

I felt sorry for Smackdown Live’s women. First of 
all, they were going to be bumped onto the pre- 
show until a Twitter campaign forced the WWE to 
‘move them to the main show. The benefits of that 
were that we got to see Naomi's entrance in all 
its glory, and the women were able to showcase 
themselves on a bigger stage. But having them act 
as filler between two ‘main event’ calibre matches 
was unfair on them. You could’ve had the women 
go on before Lesnar and Goldberg squared off. To 
me, it felt like the crowd were on a come-down 
after the Universal Title match, and they knew 
Undertaker vs Reigns was going to be the main 
event. Fans were either anticipating the main 
event, or feeling apathetic towards the prospect 
of Reigns retiring The Undertaker. The match was 
whatit was -asomewhat rushed six-pack challenge 
where all six women had to get their offence in 
within a limited period of time. I personally believe 
the women did what they could, and there were a 
few decent spots, but their positioning on the card 
is what disappointed me most. 
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UNDERTAKER/ROMAN REIGNS 

The match itself was okay, if not a little pedestrian. 
There was a really bad spot where Roman Reigns 
tried to flip Undertaker up and hit him with a 
Tombstone Piledriver, but between them they 
made the botch of the night. To me, the crowd felt 
uneasy during the bout, as it was just inevitable 
that Reigns was going to win the longer the match 
went on. 


This section will divide opinion, there’s no doubt 
about that. Many fans, including myself, are largely 
unhappy with the push that Roman Reigns has 
been getting over the last three years. Let’s not 
forget that Reigns has featured in the main event of 
WrestleMania on each of the last three occasions. 
That just two less than ‘Mr WrestleMania’ Shawn 
Michaels. How? In my opinion, Reigns still doesn't 
cut a convincing promo, his matches are largely 
boring (with the exception of his matches against 
AJ Styles last year), and most importantly, the fans 
have rejected the notion that he is the face of the 
company. He’s improved, no question, but not 


enough to be rewarded with retiring who I believe 
is the greatest character in sports-entertainment 
history, The Undertaker. Now if The Deadman had 
chose Reigns to end his career, then who am I to 
judge? He deserves to pick who he wants to ‘carry’ 
the company for the next decade or so. Maybe 
it was the manner that left a bad taste in my 
mouth. This was the ample opportunity to turn 
Reigns heel! The referee could’ve been knocked 
down and Reigns could've used a steel chair or 
a low blow to aid him on the way to victory. To 
have him win clean felt like a missed opportunity. 
If fans didn't like him before, imagine the reaction 
towards Reigns now. Having said that, there is a 
fanbase for him and they will feel he deserves 
where he's at in the company. I certainly believe 
there's a market for him, and we all know there is 
a long-term necessity to replace John Cena over 
the coming years. The argument that he is not 
that guy is for another time though! 


To summarise WrestleMania 33 then, it was the 
most impressive show since WrestleMania 30, 
and it was one of the best over the last decade. It 
was slightly disappointing that we didn't see any 
legends make an appear 


ance, as over the last few 


years we'd been treated to the likes of Stone Cold 
Steve Austin and Hulk Hogan make an appearance. 
Having said that, it could be argued that the 
emphasis was rightly placed on the current roster. 
The set and the ramp were the best I've seen at a 
WrestleMania - especially the latter. It was so long 
and steep that it made every entrance feel special. 
The performance from Pitbull, Lunch Money 
Lewis and Flo Rida was the best live performance 
I've seen at WrestleMania. The storylines leading 
into this year’s event were built really well, and 
coming out of the show there are still feuds to be 
resolved. So all in all, I was largely impressed with 
WrestleMania. There were a few dud matches but 
that's bound to be the case. The emphasis on the 
current roster made a refreshing change from 
what we've seen in recent years, and we had some 
WrestleMania moments to take away from the 
event. I didn’t like the booking decision on a few of 
the matches, and I didn't like how Samoa Joe was 
omitted from the card, with the likes of Sami Zayn 
and Braun Strowman having to settle for a place in 
a battle royal. But taking everything into account, 
this was a really good show, and much better than 
last year! 


by Elisabeth Sills 


For those expecting this to be a horror movie, it’s 
actually exactly what it says it is. A Ghost Story, as 
in a story about a ghost working to find his way 
back home. When tragedy strikes, what happens 
to the soul? Say it stays around: if it does, then 
for what purpose? A Ghost Story explores the 
concept of time and life after death, what is it 
that ties us to the world we live in? 


- 


CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


Starring Casey Affleck and Sonia Acevedo, this 
film looks to be more of an emotional look 
at death and what comes after rather than a 
frightening tale. Written and directed by David 
Lowery, director of the remake of Pete’s Dragon, 
be prepared for an introspective look at the world 
around us. A Ghost Story will come to US theatres 
on the 7th of July, and hopefully soon we will get 
a UK release date as well. 


THE ZOOKEEPER’S WIFE 
TRAILER ANALYSIS 


7 


Based on a true story and set during World War Michael McElhatton. This inspiring tale is set for 
II in Poland, Jessica Chastain plays the title role, release the 7th of April in the US and is coming to 
Antonina Zabifska. After Poland is invaded in the UK on the 21st of April. 

1939 and the rounding up of the Jews begins, 
Antonina sees a way to use her now destroyed 
Warsaw Zoo in a new way. To hide people, to save 
them, as the Nazi's close in. She will risk her life to 
save those of others in one of the most harrowing 
times in recent history. 


This tale of hope and determination comes to 
us from the best selling book of the same name 
by Diane Ackerman. The film is directed by Niki 
(@-Tcomelm Co) mug mecolelaidavar-lalem arc] (omai(e(-1emelale me] he) 
Staring Johan Heldenbergh, Daniel Bruhl, and 


FILM AND TV MAGAZINE // MAY 2017 


wa 7. . J * ‘4 = Ls = f 
" rae a r nina ° Toten 
" = < es Fy ¢ ; “a 
e .. - ‘ s = 
' ig 
"2. * 


4 ity 


FILM AND TV MAGAZINE // MAY 2017 


BLACK BUTTERFLY 
TRAILER ANALYSIS 


Apart from voicing Puss in the Shrek films I haven't 
seen Antonio Banderas much recently, and he’s 
looking a bit old here. 


Playing a writer who appears to be suffering a 
serious blockage, he lives a reclusive existence, 
occasionally meeting someone who might be his 
publisher or editor. Picking up a hitchhiker (Paul 
Rhys Meyers) he invites him to stay, looking for 
some company. The hitchhiker Jack, is revealed 
to be an ex-con, and taking Paul (Banderas) 
hostage, he gives him something to write about. 
IMDb lists this as being a remake of a french film, 


Papillon Noir, but I’m sure I've seen something 
similar before, Serial Killer assuming the role of 
enforced muse to blocked artist. If anyone knows 
what film I’m thinking of, please let me know! 
(shades of James Caan and Kathy Bates in Misery) 


Jack hears a woman's scream one night, and fp 


subsequently the local sheriff comes by looking * 
for a missing woman, and things spiral out of 
control from there. 


The trailer is a standard lead in, dissolving to 
action shots showing us where things end up 


with a cat and mouse chase in the wilderness (I 
was guessing most likely the north eastern US, 
although interestingly the IMDb entry lists Italy 
as the filming location) 


Bizarrely, when I looked up the original Papillon 
Noir (2008) I found it starred Eric Cantona as the 
Jack character, clearly post philosophy and bearded. 


Banderas is looking grizzled, but in good form, I 
just wonder whether this is a little too mundane 
in terms of psychological thriller, it’s nothing 
particularly new but then what is? 


I'm not sure it’s interesting enough to grab me for 
the cinema, but certainly enough to check it out 
on the small screen when it comes out. 
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Freddy 


FIVE NIGHTS.ATFREDDY’S | 
COMING TO HOLLYWOOD: 


To the gaming community, Five Nights at Freddy's is 
a series that changed the horror game landscape. 
Depending largely on the cute animatronics that 
will jumpscare you until your heart stops, this 
series is coming to the movie world. Creator Scott 
Cawthon has announced that this is indeed a 
thing. Hopefully it will be great, but the question 
is: does it need to be a thing? 


For those of us who live on the internet, we may 
have seen this happen to other properties. Looking 
at Lights Out for example, the original short by 
YouTube channel Ponysmasher was amazing. 
The full-length feature film was met with less 


than pleased results. Another property that met 
the same fate was Oculus, a film short that was 
stretched into full-length movie that didn’t quite 
feel the same. While both of these examples were 
short films rather than videogames, Five Nights at 
Freddy’s has even more against it than these did. 


As we have seen in the past, an unfortunate truth 
seems to be that videogame movies just don't 
translate well. Warcraft did okay, and Assassin's 
Creed largely flew under the radar, making it 
almost a success in video game movies: it wasn’t 
great but it wasn’t apparently bad. The film 
versions of Resident Evil largely moved away from 


"a 


their source material, causing many fans to call 
the main character a “mary sue” (a character who 
seems all powerful and important but was never 
included in the original mythos). The Silent Hill 
films did okay, better than those of Resident Evil, 
but still were not successful. So, what chance does 
Five Nights really have? 


The story does have a lot go on, surprisingly, as the 
mythos behind the series of games is still shrouded 
in mystery. The games largely take place at a Chuck 
E Cheese's or Showbiz style restaurant, a kids place 
full of videogames, all the pizza you can eat, and 
friendly animatronics. The restaurant is known as 
Freddy Fazbear’s Pizza and is home to Freddy, a 
bear, and his friends, Chica the Chicken, Bonnie the 
Bunny, and others. In the 1980s, tragedy struck the 
pizza restaurant and it hasn't been the same ever 
since. Riddled with bad luck, fires, and even death, 
the pizza chain has fallen into disarray. Worst part? 
The animatronics were built in a way that they can 
wander around the restaurant freely. They're built 
to look out for children, meaning that sometimes 
they don't always view adults as something safe. 
That’s why working as the night security guard 
can be very dangerous... as the animatronics may 
come after you. 


If this film version of the game answers some of 
the pressing questions that fans of the series have 
been desperate for, then it may do okay. These 
are questions that didn’t really exist in all of the 
previously referenced properties, and ones I don't 
really want to get into as they can be considered 
spoilers. Though one simple search on YouTube for 
Five Nights at Freddy's theories will be enough to 
answer all of your questions. If you're looking for a 


Power lefts: tJ 
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playthrough of the series, I highly recommend the 
current “King of Five Nights at Freddy's”, YouTube 
gamer Markiplier. He’s gone through all of them 


with a fairly fine-tooth comb and, while there will 
be a lot of screaming, it's worth it. If you'd like more 
information regarding the theories, definitely check 
out videos by The Game Theorists also on YouTube. 


The mystery behind the Five Nights at Freddy's 
series has even birthed Creepypastas on the 
subject trying to figure out just what the truth is. 
Who's the purple guy, why do the animatronics 
attack, why are you coming back for four more 
nights when night one was uncomfortable to say 
the least? Maybe these questions will get answered 
in the movie. 


Either way, I hope it turns out well, as it does 
almost seem like it’s going in a direction that 
the series may not need it go. I’m sure there are 
plenty out there who would rather this not be a 
thing, and I'll admit I'm on the fence. I would be 


more than happy to be proven wrong, though, 
ale mmalacemaar-lansal-Miliaamvc=1ecice)almarelame) al \ are] aM V2 6S 
some of the questions but maybe even creates 
more. The lifeblood of this series is the mystery 
el aelulalemiom- [are maar-lm-](olel-manli-dalmelom-raelel-4am cen (-11 
it turn out well. Lights Out had nothing really to 
olU}|Ke Me) avar-]ale mm dal-me)at-4lat-] Meee] Um) plelamae)'(-1a-10 
everything in the feature film at a much quicker 
pace rather than dragging it out. Since Five Nights 
at Freddy's has six games to go off of along with 
the mystery of just why things don’t seem to go 
well for the Freddy Fazbear restaurants, maybe 
this will be good. Though one has to wonder, 
would it work better as a game, or will it be 
able to leap into the film world and survive? 
Considering the scares that the series has given 
us, I’m hoping that this turns out well. I know 
the creator, Scott Cawthon, is very dedicated 
to this property and only wants the best for it. 
Hopefully Hollywood won't cause him to have 
to rethink his plans. It’s possible this will be the 
videogame movie we've all been waiting for. 
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FILMS YOU MAY 
HAVE MISSED: GANTZ:0 


a Anime isn’t everyone's cup of tea, but some 
series are worth a look. Gantz:0 is a CGI feature 
length film based onan anime and manga simply 
titled Gantz. For those of you who tuned out at 
the words “anime” or “manga”, hang ona sec, as 
the story is one that’s kind of interesting. 


What if, when you died in an unexpected way, 
you woke in a room full of other people and a 
very large floating black ball? Turns out you're 
not dead, you're in some form of limbo or 
purgatory, and it’s up to you if you return to the 
world of the living or if you die for good. This is a 
horror story, so expect a lot of gore. The manga 
didn’t hold back, nor did the anime. The movie 
definitely won't either. 


Ok, so back to the story, you’re dead but you’re 
not dead, and now you're in some weird game of 


life or death. Parts of Tokyo have been invaded 
by monsters and you must do what you can 
to stop them. Save enough people and score 
enough points, you can earn your life back or 
you can save someone who was on your team 
who died ona mission. Or, as some have chosen, 
you Can stay on and continue to do as Gantz (the 
big black ball) orders you. Those who stay on, 
though, tend to be the bloodthirsty ones. 


In this version of the story, we meet the main 
character, Kei Kurono, a kind hearted young 
man who ends up in this situation after trying to 
help someone else. Now Kurono must fight for 
his life quite literally if he wants to return home. 
He needs to return home. Kurono is voiced by 
Yuki Kaji for the Japanese version, and Lucien 
Dodge for the English version. Yuki, to those who 
are fans of Attack on Titan, is the voice actor for 


Eren Jaeger. Lucien has actually been in quite a 
few games and shows, such as Smite (Dr. Vanus) 
and Sailor Moon Crystal as Zoisite and Motoki 
Furuhata. Both the Japanese and English cast 
have a lot of talent, and the writers took care 
when the script was translated to make sure it 
fit as well as possible. All in all, a lot of work went 
into this and I for one greatly appreciated it. 


As a fan of the original anime, I was excited to 
see a CGI film where I could go back into this 
Strange and bloody world. The anime ran for 2 
seasons, 26 episodes total, and did give birth 
to a couple of live action films from the looks 
of things. I will admit I tend to bypass anime 
that’s been turned to live action, at least since 
the Attack on Titan live action film didn’t seem 
to do well. The Death Note films were actually 
Surprisingly good, though those are the only 


ones I've seen that I liked. Keeping with the 
animation style, even if it is CGI, kept the feel of 
the manga and anime, allowing it to not have to 
hold back. Having to match up live action sets 
with the creatures and level of violence in a film 
like this would be incredibly difficult. CGI avoids 
that quite well. 


If you're into blood and guts as well as just 
Strange situations, Gantz:0 is perfect. There’s no 
need to have read the manga or watched the 
original anime as the story is explained once 
Kurono ends up in the game. It’s an easy venture 
into the world of Gantz with no commitment 
needed, and if you find out you like it, you can 
explore further. Gantz:0 is currently available on 
Netflix, and if you're into science fiction horror, 
give it a try. I don’t think you'll be disappointed. 


THOR: RAGNAROK 
TRAILER ANALYSIS 


by Andrew Duncan CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


The “Thor” movies have differed from the comics 
in a variety of ways, so it’s no surprise that 
Ragnarok, which seems to occur at Hela’s hands, 
differs greatly from the Loki-led assault from the 
comics. Yes, Hela - ruler of Hel, daughter of Loki 
- appears to destroy Asgard and result in Thor 
being kidnapped by agents of the Grandmaster. 


The Grandmaster is one of the Elders of the 
napa Universe - just like The Collector from “Guardians 
of the Galaxy” and the embodiment of Death 
herself. Grandmaster enjoys games and making 
bets, so it’s not a surprise to see him as the one 
behind a giant arena - and that he has a champion 


in the guise of Hulk. He likes to stack the odds in 
his favour, if not actually cheat. 


A couple of nice easter eggs are what Hulk is 
wearing - the outfit he wore during the “Planet 
Hulk” arc in the comics when forced to fight 
against his will on another planet, and Hela’s 
massive hat. Much like Thor and Loki’s helmets, 
it will likely only last for a couple of scenes before 
being discarded, but it’s still pretty cool to see. 


“Thor: Ragnarok” is out in cinemas at the end of 
October/beginning of November depending on 
your location. 


FILM AND TV MAGAZINE // MAY 2017 


DRONE TRAILER ANALYSIS 


by Elisabeth Sills 


Leading a double life is never easy, especially 
when part of one of the lives shows up at the 
doorstep of the other. Sean Bean stars as Neil, 
a family man who makes a living as a CIA drone 
pilot. A year ago, one of the bombs he’d deployed 
from a drone flying over Afghanistan killed a 
man’s wife and daughter. Today, that man has 
come in search of answers, in search of revenge. 


Directed by Jason Bourque, we take a look into the 
aftermath of a drone strike from the perspective 
of the pilot and of a man affected by the bomb 
dropped who has decided to take drastic action 
in response. Also starring Mary McCormack and 
Patrick Sabongui as the man whose family was 
killed, this film will come to theatres in the US 
on the 26th of May and a UK release date will 
hopefully be seen soon. 


BLACK SAILS FINAL 


SEASON OVERVIEW 


Be warned, if you have not watched the final book. The one and only free island left for the 

season, this is full of spoilers! pirates, Nassau, saw many battles for control and 

the British desperately trying to regain it. However 

From the very beginning we all knew that Black this last season offered us something new as 

Sails was about the “true events” that inspired the viewers, where it all began to make sense, despite 

_____ Classic book Treasure Island, but with knowing at the end of season three being announced that 

1 WA very little on how all the events that happened Black Sails will be cancelled. 

S889 would unravel and fall in line into a children’s 
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At the end of the last season we saw the creation 
of Long John Silver, the man with one leg who 
shows no mercy and is the image of a pirate we 
remember today. We saw how Silver had no part 
in his own creation and that he would one day 
have to use that newly appointed power over the 
men to lead a war to end all wars. This season 
showed us just that. But he was in no way the 
villainess character he is remembered for in the 
book. The diplomatic, honest, caring and level 
headed sidekick to the much worse Flint, who is 
hell-bent on seeking revenge for his loved ones 
death, must somehow become one of the world’s 
most notorious household names. 


When the season began I was sceptical on how 
they would somehow soften the story enough for 


the characters themselves would fall into their 
well-known roles especially with very little time to 
do it in after the announcement of it cancellation. 
However, I feel they did it a lot of justice with how 
the season played out, despite all the characters 
ultimately giving up on the war and life of crime for 
love. This recap will mainly follow Silver and Flint's 
story however Rackham, Max and Anne's story is 
more of a political one which I believe given more 
time, could have been a more gripping tale to tell 
over Silver and Flints two and frowning. 


With the Spanish ‘Urca’ gold holding the rebellion 
together, Flint, Silver and Madi aim to gain control 
over Nassau through any means necessary. An 


it to mould into the book. I also wondered how ~ 
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alliance with the slaves was essential to increase 
their numbers ready for the inevitable war. Madi, 
with the help of her father’s name, sees no need to 
Slow this alliance and demands the assistance of 
Flint to help free the slaves on Nassau. Silver, who 
is now in love with Madi starts to see problems 
within Flint’s plans and worries that when the time 
comes, he will need to make a choice between the 
war and Flint, or Madi. 


Eleanor, who was last seen as a captive to the 
British before she fell in love with Rogers, saw 
her own ending to the war. Thought it would not 
only jeopardise her relationship, her life and her 
unborn baby’s, but could also give her the happily 
ever after which she so long desired after being 
tormented by her previous love Charles Vane. 


108 Once the war began, she offered a full surrender 


of Nassau and the British in order to prevent any 


more unnecessary loss of life, but Rogers would 
have none of it. With his pride and arrogance 
clouding his judgement, the real villain to this 
final season is him. Through desperation and love 
Rogers descends into madness and obsesses for 
complete control and the extinction of the pirates 
that have made his life so difficult since his arrival. 
His own selfish agenda ultimately kills his wife, and 
this was when we saw who he really was. Through 
his pain and heartache Rogers simply had nothing 
left to lose and made it his mission to see the 
deaths of Flint and Silver ending all hopes of any 
further rebellions. In order to do this he used the 
one weapon he knew would finally tear Flint and 
Silver’s alliance a part; Madi. 


Silver would stop at nothing to get her back, even 
giving up the gold that Flint and Madi had all their 
dreams attached too. He knew she would resent 


him for it but it was a chance he was willing to 
take just to ensure her survival. However Flint 
made sure that no such deal would be made 
and ultimately stole the gold and buried it on the 
infamous ‘Skeleton Island’ which we come to learn 
is not the shape of a skull, but the burial ground for 
many ships due to them getting lost and apparently 
being driven into madness. It is also notoriously 
difficult to locate and is where unspoken deals 
take place, which made it the perfect location for 
the exchange of the gold. 


Knowing Rogers would happily sacrifice Madi as 
he believed Eleanor’s death was their fault, Silver 
sees no other option other than to kill Flint and 
reclaim the gold before its too late. With the men 
rallying behind Silver, Flint finds himself with no 
allies and being hunted by the very men who 
followed him all these years. Outnumbered and 
alone on the island Flint must stay alive and keep 
the treasure hidden to ensure his own survival as 
well as the wars. 


The last showdown between Flint and Silver is 
brilliant and left you on the edge of your seat. The 
idea that these two lead characters and friends 
would have to kill one another was so well done it 
made the last two episodes of the season brilliant, 
nevertheless the season finale and ultimately the 
final episode, was somewhat of a disappointment 
to me. 


Knowing that both Silver and Flint were on the 
island fighting amongst themselves, Rogers sees 
his chance to take out their ship and their crew 
burning it into nothing and killing the men in the 
water as they fled. With Rackham busily trying to 
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gain the support of Eleanor’s grandparents in the 
hopes of creating a new government on Nassau, 
he finally re-joins the battle of control. He rescues 
what is left of their alliance, including both Silver 


110 and Flint and sways the balance enough to defeat 


and capture of Rogers’ ship. 


After three previous seasons of mind blowing 
season finales it seemed exceedingly anti-climactic 
and yet equally as relieving to see the end of the 
Stories for each character. The surprisingly heart- 
warming end to several years of destruction and 
death was again a nice way to end it and yet also 
highly unsatisfying when spent the whole season 
waiting for a war, for it only to dissipate because of 
one word; love. The twist that Silver had managed 
to find Thomas and reunite Flint with him, was a 
shock to say the least. It was the loveliest way to 
diffuse all his anger and hatred, and yet it still left 
you feeling deflated. 


Silver, on the other hand, gave it all up for Madi 
and this scene was extremely well done. As she is 
trying to come to terms with the loss of the war and 
the man she loves being responsible for it, Silver 
gives a speech to define him and his story forever. 
He tells her he is not the monster she believes he 


is or the stories will say about him, but is simply 
a man who wants to be happy and have a future 
with the love of his life. Seeing the change in Silvers 
personality throughout the season and topping it 
off with the calm and collected man who won over 
the audiences for the last four seasons was back, 
all because he could finally see a future with the 
woman he loved. 


Lastly, Jack Rackham and his creation of Treasure 
Island. This was a wonderful way to explain how 
such a tale came to be, as a revenge story against 
Rogers to damage his reputation permanently. 
Jack knew the time of the pirates was over and 
Nassau was lost, but he only ever wanted to make 
history and be remembered for what he and his 
pirates were. And he did just that. The irony is that 
for the last few seasons, jack was a joke. A jumped 
up sailor with aspirations of being a real pirate 
and work alongside the best of them. He wasn't 
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a man to be feared or concerned about because 
his weapon was his mind, not his fists. And yet, 
in this final season, all that wit and intelligence is 
what pays off the most. With the help of Max and 
Anne, this trio that had so many ups and downs 
due to their love triangle and betrayal of prior 
seasons, were the real faces behind the free legally 
governed Nassau we see at the end. As I said at 
the start their story in a way is more interesting 
than Flint and Silvers but with the time constraints 
did not meet its full potential. Not as bloody or 
as violent, but a more diplomatic approach to end 
the war on Nassau forever. 


Overall it was a shame they cancelled it after four 
seasons because this show had a lot of potential 
to carry on and develop amazing stories between 
the characters. Despite that, they still finished 
the show in a way that left you feeling complete 
regardless of the speedy conclusion. 
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LLMETAL ALCHEM IST 
DOUBLE WHAMMY 


TRAILER ANALYSIS 


As a massive fan of the Fullmetal Alchemist anime 
series, I was initially squealing with excitement 
at the announcement of a live-action adaptation 
like a middle class teenage girl being bought a 
coffee at Starbucks. It’s fair to point out that some 
small doubts and a healthy amount of cynicism 
are nibbling at my opinions, after what I believed 
to be an absolute trainwreck of an “Attack on 
Titan” live-action feature, another of my favourite 
anime. If anything my negativity is somewhat 
worsened by the fact that the potential for a 
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cock-up is doubled; “Fullmetal Alchemist” being 
the original series released in 2003, “Fullmetal 
Alchemist; Brotherhood” also exists as a source 
of inspiration for the directors of the new feature. 
Now it is unclear as of yet which of the different 
Story arcs it will be following, but my only hope 
is that ideas from both series, or perhaps even 
the two existing animated feature films, won't be 
mashed crudely together or warped entirely into 
something unrecognisable to die-hard (or sad, 
depending on your perspective) fans like myself. 


With two trailers having already been released, 
here’s a quick breakdown of both; 


The first trailer opens with a shot of some 
household materials within an alchemist’s 
transmutation circle being thrown in the air and 
disassembled. Already a good start, the manner 
in which alchemy is used in the series has been 


kept, and they definitely haven't neglected their — 


CGI budget. Onward to panning scenes of af Te 
terracotta-roofed cityscape, and a train that looks * 


suspiciously like the Hogwarts Express hurtling 
past the camera. “Two Brothers great journey” 
etc. alright, alright, we’re excited for the film 
because we know what happens in the anime, 
get on with it. Fast forward about half a second 


and the costume designer really has gone all out 
on Edward Elric’s signature long coat, another 
good sign as he claps his hands together, and a 
churning mass of rubble comes flying towards 
him through a narrow city street. “I promise I'll 
get our bodies back” says Edward, as in the final 
scene of the trailer he rests his head against his 
brothers huge armoured torso. I’m happy to see 
Alphonse Elric’s massive stature as he is in the 
series, or is it just that Edward is incredibly short? 
Either way I’m satisfied, both indicate the film will 
Stay true to it’s animated roots. 


Instant feels are guaranteed to hit the audience 
like the aforementioned hogwarts express when 
watching the second trailer as the traumatised Elric 
Brothers stand over their mother’s grave holding 


fava nands. The setting quickly moves to their attic, in 


which they attempt to resurrect Trisha Elric using 
all of the substances present in the human body 
poured together into a bucket. Their little faces 
glow with hope as they use their transmutation 
circle, and let's be fair, anything other than a big 
swirly tornado complete with purple lightning 


tearing the roof from their house just wouldn't 
have done this scene justice. Further on we see 
our first glimpses of the Elric Brothers faces, 
obviously they're no longer spoonfeeding age at 
this point. I say “Faces” implying two, but I’m not 
entirely sure if Alphonse Elric’s hollow helmet and 
glowing red eyes constitute a face. Then again, he 
is a human soul trapped inside a suit of armour. 
Anyway, onwards. A viewpoint tower lifted from 
Assassin's Creed II gets disintegrated in yet another 
big swirly tornado, Edward transmutes himself his 
favourite weapon from the ground beneath him, 
and some walls attempt to crush him as he charges 
away from them in full original Playstation Crash 
Bandicoot style. 


With both trailers jam-packed with references to 
both original anime series, my initial doubts about 
this upcoming adaptation have been thoroughly 
beaten down. However, I’m still holding my 
breath until the release date in winter this year. 
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THE HITMAN'’S BODYGUARD 
TRAILER ANALYSIS 
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It’s a dangerous world. Even hitmen need Follow this wonderful pair as Samuel L Jackson 

11 5 bodyguards these days, it seems. Starring Samuel works his hardest to do things his own way while 
=== _ Jackson as the hitman in question and Ryan Ryan Reynold’s does his best to keep him alive. 
Reynolds as his bodyguard, welcometoaverydark Who will actually survive? Only one way to find 
buddy comedy taking a lot of cues from a film of out. Written by Tom O'Connor and directed by 

a similar name, The Bodyguard... somehow. The Patrick Hughes of The Expendables 3, see just who 
Bodyguard with tons of explosions, car chases, will make it out of this film alive the 18th of August 

and gunfights, of course. in the US and UK. August can't come soon enough. 
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VILLAIN OF THE MONTH: 


NEGAN (WALKING DEAD) 
LICK HERE FORTHE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


Anyone can talk about the good guys, we like to talk about the bad ones. 


The moment that Negan was introduced on the 
show, I knew I'd love him. Yes, yes, I understand 
that he’s a bad guy and viciously murdered two 


of - no, wait, three - of our squad. I’m a little 
iffy on the death of Sasha (whether or not she 
killed herself, or if Negan indirectly murdered 
her - actually I’m not counting Sasha. Sorry, not 
sorry.) I mean, come on, the guy has charisma. I 
mean, shit, he has like, what, ten wives? I’m not 


even exaggerating. He has a freaking harem, and 
it's voluntary. However, there is one woman who 
stands above all the rest. Her name is Lucille. 


Oh, Lucille, the pain you've caused. According to 
Negan, Lucille here, well, she has a mind of her 
own, and let me tell you... she’s bloodthirsty. Lucille 
will crush your dreams, or Glenn's head, without a 
second thought. 


Okay, back to the man that controls the bat. The 
man who, not only united a freakish amount of 
people to his cause, but also intimidates hundreds 
more to do his bidding and fetch supplies. Let's 
see the Governor pull that shit off. He was just 
a crazy psychopath obsessed with Michonne for 
some god-forsaken reason. At least Negan is 
rightfully obsessed with Carl's fucked up head. If 
you had to grow up in a zombie apocalypse, your 
head would be fucked up too. Don’t even get me 
started on the missing eye. 


Negan’s army is huge. It’s unlike any group - or 
rather legion - I have ever seen. This guy has the 
ability to recruit hundreds of people AND these 
people stay. He feeds them, clothes them, and he 
protects them. He may steal your wife, but hey, 
at least you're alive, y'know? Negan even strikes a 
deal with the people who already pledged loyalty 
to Rick. He is somehow able to win everyone over 
to his side even though they may have already 
pledged fealty to someone else. I’m looking at 
you, Dumpster People. 


Just like any leader, he has his rules. These are 
simple; don’t be a dick. Honestly, it’s a pretty 
easy guideline to follow, and if his dominance 
is undermined, there’s going to be punishment. 
Here’s where the line gets blurry. The punishments 
that Negan hands out are pretty ghastly. Now he 
claims he doesn't like to do it, but we all know he’s 
a sadistic motherfucker. A lot of the ‘chastises’ are 
death. However, Negan has thought of ways to 
discipline people that I had not even considered. 
For instance, he uses a red-hot iron on like 
two guys’ faces. What even? Negan uses a 
weird combination of fear and respect to get 


people to stay loyal to him; and you know 
what? It WORKS. 


Every time Negan opens his mouth, I can’t help 
but fight a smile, because this guy is funny as hell. 
He has such a twisted sense of humor and it’s the 
most beautiful thing in a zombie apocalypse. The 


‘pay Way he presents himself to everyone is just so blunt 


and to the point. Negan doesn't really dick around 
when it comes to getting to the bottom line. Negan 
likes things done a certain way. However, as he 
constantly reminds Rick, he is a reasonable man. 
Considering all of the things that Rick has actually 
done to the Saviors, I would say Negan is a very 
reasonable man. Here is how I know. 


Let’s say I was the leader of a legion of people. 
Hypothetically, of course. If one of my outposts 
had been taken out by a group of people I had 
never heard of before, you can bet your ass I 
would exact my revenge. Negan did just that. It’s 
what a lot of people would do, and don’t even 
try to deny it. Now, because we see Negan exact 
revenge on some of the most loved characters, 
we can’t help but resent him. We resent him, 
because we are not watching the show from 
Negan’s point of view, we are watching it from 


Rick's. Whoever Rick deems as a villain, we deem 
as a villain. For example, Shane. Rick deemed 
Shane as a villain early on, then what happened? 
Oh yeah, Shane was right. 


Jeffery Dean Morgan plays Negan perfectly and 
his TV portrayal nails the comic book version of 
Negan. The characters are so similar, and it makes 
me extremely happy to know that the producers 
decided to keep him the same. I love Negan and 
his stupidly funny personality and unnecessary 
curse words. His unpredictability makes the show 
compelling, and he is a major advantage to the 
development of the show. I feel like next season is 
going to be full of awesome surprises. 


Negan finished off season six on a note of war. He 
has collected numbers for his army, and guns for 
his people. This war is supposed to be his people 
standing up with him, showing their loyalty. The 
Saviors now have to prove to him that they are 
Negan. Sometimes I even feel like I’m Negan, too. 
Gotta respect the badasses. 


Next season of The Walking Dead premieres 
October of 2017 


LET THE 
SLAUGHTER 
BEGIN/ 
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The Great Wall, The Pyramids of Egypt, how 
were these things built? By man alone? Perhaps, 
but what if that’s not the case. What if another 
power, an outside source, was responsible for 
man’s actions in building these mystical wonders? 
Perhaps we're all just worker ants for a higher 
being, being tricked and controlled with no free 
will of our own. 


This film, directed by, written, and starring 
Derek Ting, explores these thoughts as a group 
of friends are stranded in the middle of a dessert 
with no resources and no idea what is going 
on. Slated for release In the US on the 27th of 
March, hopefully there will be a UK release date 
sometime in the future. 


BAYWATCH TRAILER 
ANALYSIS 


by Andrew Duncan 


If you were a fan of “Baywatch” in the 90s but felt 
there wasn’t enough adult humour, then does 
Paramount have a movie that will simply wash 
you away. The original series may have run for 
11 years, but since they never had a budget as big 
as this Hollywood reboot apparently does, pier- 
destroying explosions were few and far between. 
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If you expect this trailer to be full of slow-motion 
boobs bouncing across the beach, you'll be sorely 
disappointed for at least 90% of it. If the movie 
has the same bounce-to-explosion ratio, then 
I'm afraid you'll likely be disappointed by it, too. 
However, if you want a popcorn flick, strap on 
your swimsuit and oil up. 


There are certain tropes and themes that not everyone likes, some might call them Pet Hates. 


Exposition is a tricky bull to wrangle. Let it run 
roughshod and it ruins everyone's day, but if you 
can control it, well, umm, then you have a bull 
I guess. That was a bad analogy but the point 
is exposition can really make or break a scene. 
_ Now obviously I understand that exposition is 


4 A necessary. It’s the implementation of exposition 
S89 that is often the subject of my ire. Even if you 


don't know specifically what I’m talking about, I 
can almost guarantee you've noticed it and it has 
weakened your viewing experience. 


Let’s take the most famous modern example; the 
Matrix Trilogy. Specifically the Architect scene from 
The Matrix Reloaded (2003). While I don't despise 
Reloaded quite as much as some people do, it has 
to be said that this is a terrible, terrible scene. First 
of all, it’s essentially the Wachowski's trying to show 
the viewer how clever they are, but in actuality, 
it's really showing us that they have access to a 
thesaurus. I recommend a video on YouTube called 
“The Architect & Neo Matrix Reloaded” by ptosis, 
as it pretty much sums up what I'm talking about. 
The surface problem with this scene is the way 
it's written. The Architect's verbal gymnastics are 
very difficult to follow, and if you claim that you 


understood it on the first watch, well, you're just 
lying. Every other word is polysyllabic and every 
point is explained by several more sentences than 
it actually needed. It's not smart, it’s stupid because 
it thinks it's smart, like a kid trying to hit a word 
count on an essay by rambling nonsense. What is 
it Nietzche said? “They muddy the water, to make 
it appear deep.” What the architect is explaining is 
actually pretty simple and should not have been so 
difficult for the average viewer to parse. However, 
this is merely a problem on top of a problem, 
because, you see, the scene shouldn't even exist. 


This is an example of Mr Exposition, a trope that 
involves someone showing up and explaining the 
plot for the benefit of the protagonist and this does 
my bloody head in. A sacred rule of screenwriting 
is “show, don't tell” and this is a complete betrayal 
of that. It’s lazy, ugly and can completely take the 
viewer out of the experience. The Architect is the 
ultimate Mr Exposition. He shows up, explains shit 
to Neo, then leaves. It's so unnecessary, and is made 
worse by the fact that he is nigh incomprehensible. 
While The Architect is the most famous recent 
occurrence of this, it is not the worst. The Architect 
at least makes sense in the context of the story and 


the scene has some nice production design to it. 
No, the worst instance of Mr. Exposition rearing his 
ugly head that I know of is in Prometheus (2012). 
Some spoilers for Prometheus follow. 


Prometheus was written by Damon Lindelof, who 
was the showrunner for Lost (2004-2010) so this 
should come as no surprise. The film is littered 
with clunky exposition but the worst offence comes 
during a scene where Idris Elba’s character Janek 
enters the room of Noomi Rapace’s character 
Elizabeth and essentially recounts the plot for 
her. He explains to her how the base they're at is 
actually a factory for weapons of mass destruction 
and how the weapons went wrong and Killed all 
the engineers. Not only is he Mr.Exposition in this 
scene, but he is also telling the audience something 
they probably already know. Aaron Sorkin said 
that one of the worst things you can do is “tell the 
audience something they already know”, so Lindelof 
is breaking that rule as well as the “show, don't tell” 
rule. The entire film is needlessly vague anyway, 
another example of waters being muddied, but 
this is only worsened by a clear and unprovoked 


explanation by a secondary character. If you're 
gonna be oblique at least have the guts to go all the 
way. A character, by the way, that has no reason 
to understand the story better than a number of 
the other characters. Also, him and Elizabeth have 
barely had any meaningful interactions, so why has 
he decided to show up in her room and explain 
things to her. I thought the film was alright up until 
this point, but if the filmmakers don't give a shit, 
then why should I? 


It's not like there are no ways around this. Tarantino 
says that he surreptitiously feeds his exposition 
to the audience through so much bullshit that 
they don't even notice. Take the opening scene of 
Inglourious Basterds (2009). We learn everything we 
need to know about Christoph Waltz’s Hans Landa 
through his conversation with Perrier LaPadite, 
and it feels completely natural. They talk about milk 
and the war, whilst sprinkling information in there 
that the audience needs to know. It’s not difficult 
and even if you are struggling, there are plenty 
of examples of good exposition, even if you can't 
“show” and “not tell”. 
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CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS: 
THE FIRST EPIC MOVIE 


TRAILER ANALYSIS 


by Ciro Crispino CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 
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Now this is my jam. I’m finally around that age (21) 
where films are starting to be made based on the 
Stuff I was into when I was a kid. This happened 
a couple a years ago with Goosebumps (2015), 
which actually turned out alright, and I hope 
Captain Underpants can follow suit because this 
was the shit when I was a kid. 


The trailer begins with Kevin Hart and Ed Helms, as 
themselves, arguing about whether or not Captain 
Underpants is a Superhero - a contentious issue for 
my generation - and introducing the sneak peak. 
Helms plays the titular character, while Hart plays 
George, one of the school kids who hypnotises his 
headmaster into becoming Captain Underpants 
. Hart is a reassuring casting choice, as he is a 
hot property at the minute, which shows that 
Dreamworks are putting stock into this license. 


The first thing that is striking about the trailer is the 
art style.It’s like the book have come to life and I 
couldn't be happier with how it looks. Some of the 
jokes admittedly don't land, but generally speaking 
I don't trust trailers when it comes to comedies. I 
didn't like any of the LEGO Batman (2017) trailers 


but I thought the film proper was really funny. Not 
that this trailer was completely devoid of laughs; 
the elevator and mimes bits were chuckle worthy. 


The trailer itself isn’t particularly well put together. 
There's a lot of cringeworthy cuts to emphatic one- 
liners that you know are out of place in relation to 
the film. Honestly I don’t particularly care about 
the trailer; I would have seen it anyway. I'd say 
that if you don't like the trailer then don't put that 
on the film, still give it a chance. 


The film seems to be faithful to the books, with 
appearances from Professor Poopypants, Melvin 
Sneedly and the Turbo Toilet 2000. I can only hope 
that this isn’t the extent of the cameos from the 
books. “The Incredibly Naughty Cafeteria Ladies 
from Outer Space” for the sequel please. 


I think the film has the potential to be great. I 
certainly hope it is and I'll be at the cinemas as 
as soon as this releases on the 28th July (2nd 
June in the States). Geronimo Stilton next please 
Hollywood? 


by Ben Daniels 


ipa YOu can't escape the fact that Steve Carell as Gru 


— “ 


- DESPICABLE ME 3 


TRAILER ANALYSIS 


is funny as hell. Add in the hordes of the little 
yellow Minions, who had their own spin-off film 
in 2015 and some wonderful styling, and the 
Despicable Me films have managed to make me 
laugh every time. 


The first trailer has Gru brought in in his capacity 
as a “good” supervillain to combat the amazingly 
camp and 80s supervillain Balthazar Bratt, 
voiced by Trey Parker of South Park fame. This 
moonwalking, shoulder padded and mulleted 
villain with a porn stache hijacks a huge diamond 
with an ever expanding bubblegum-bubble and 
exploding Rubik’s cube. 


Gru and his smarter half Lucy Wilde (Kristen Wiig 
reprises her role from the second film) appear 
on scene in mini-submarines that transform into 
water-bikes. The bumbling Gru appears to get 
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the upper hand, retrieving the diamond, before 
being put in the position of suspending naked 
from a floating ship through the city, with only 
a diamond to protect his modesty. The minions 
look on with their trademark humour remotely. 


This trailer sets us up nicely for the second; 


Gru is fired from his agent job for failing to 
capture Bratt, and the girls clearly feel that they 
have to make an effort to help, Agnes (Elsie 
Fisher) sells her toys at an improvised stall in 
front of their home (nooooo, don't sell the fluffy 
unicorn!) awwww! 


A mysterious and wholly English man 
appears, bringing word from an apparently 
unmentioned-before twin brother of Gru’s, Dru 
(also voiced by Carell). Gru’s joy at meeting his 
brother is tempered by Dru’s camp appearance 


and demeanour, but on the other hand, he’s 
extraordinarily rich, and both Lucy and the girls 
appear to be impressed, and also amused by 
Gru’s clear embarrassment. 


The gloss hides the fact that Dru has a supervillain 
lair beneath his chateau, and explains that Gru’s 
supervillainhood is a family trait, and would he 
mind awfully joining him and returning to evil 
~laremeelaleialeliaycmsalomrclaali manele liao) ak 


Gru tries to stay good, but is won over by the 
challenge, and some lycra costumes (shades of 
“no capes!” in The Incredibles). The last shots of 
the trailer look as if the brothers begin an assault 
on Balthazar Bratt’s stronghold (topped with 
giant rotating Rubik's cube). 


Looks fun, should be a good laugh, with lots of 
clearly adult style jokes and euphemisms to keep 
all ages happy at the flicks. 
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MAN DOWN NUMBER FIVE: 
THE RISE AND DEMISE OF 
THE WILHELM SCREAM 


It's often said that Sean Bean dies in absolutely 
everything, and there's a lot of credence to that, 
as he’s died over 20 times on screen now. He's 
not the king though, as there's at least one person 
who, whilst not seen, has been heard dying literally 
hundreds of times on screen now: Sheb Wooley. 


There’s a decent chance that you will know Sheb 
best from his music work. He hit the top spot of the 
US and Australian charts in 1958 with the novelty 
song Purple People Eater. He was also an actor, 
with a number of film and TV credits to his name, 
including Rawhide. He was also quite in demand 
as a voice actor, most notable for his screaming 


ability. It is one of his screams that has gained him 
infamy in the world of film-buffs. 


In the 1951 Gary Cooper Western Distant Drums, 
there’s a scene that involves a man being eaten by 
an alligator. It’s generally assumed that this would 
be a pretty intense thing to happen to a man, 
and as such, the scene needed a pretty intense 
scream to go with it. Wooley’s vocal talents were 
employed, and he recorded six screams, the fifth 
of which was used for the now infamous scene. It 
is this scream which has now become known as 
“The Wilhelm Scream”. 


The story goes that after being used in Distant 
Drums, the sound was added to the Warner 
Brothers sound effects library, and subsequently 
heard in various films put out by the studio in 
the years following. In the seventies, a group 
of students at USC, all studying sound design, 
noticed that this distinctive scream kept popping 
up in films they were watching. As they all 
recognised it from The Charge at River Feather, 
where it was heard coming from the mouth of 
Private Wilhelm as an arrow hits his leg, they 
dubbed it The Wilhelm Scream. 


: 
These students went on to become sound 
designers in their own right, and used the sound 
themselves. One of those was Ben Burtt, known 
most famously for his sound work on Star Wars, 
where he worked alongside fellow USC graduate 
George Lucas. In that famous movie, he used the 
sound for a Stormtrooper falling to his death after 


vas. 


a great shot by Luke Skywalker, and when he got 


away with it, started to put it in other films. 


Indeed, all of the Star Wars films contain the 
scream, usually accompanied by a plummeting 
bad guy of some kind, as well as most of the 
Indiana Jones films. Others working in film audio 
started to notice the sound, and it gained traction, 
with appearances stretching to over 300 across 
varied genres. You'll hear the sound in Reservoir 
Dogs, in Wallace & Gromit: The Curse of the Were- 
Rabbit, and in Anchorman. It’s also popped up in 
videogames, with Mass Effect, Doom and Dungeon 
Keeper all featuring the sound. It became an in- 
joke among those working in sound design, with 
its use becoming as ubiquitous as the Amen Break 
in music or Inception horns in film trailers. 


Over time, as more and more people involved in 
movie sound became aware of the sound, more 
and more people used it, with its appearance 


becoming more and more frequent. Audiences 
may have noticed it, but often wouldn't be able to 
put their finger on why. It was a private joke that 
they weren't privy to. 


As time went on though, more and more people 
outside of the film industry started to become 
aware of the use of this now-infamous scream. The 
internet started film fans talking with each other 
and the origins started to become more clear. It 
became something that people would recognise 
and delight in noting. This wasn't good for those 
who wanted to be immersed in the film however, 
as the recognition of a trope could break the 
suspension of disbelief, reminding the viewer that 
they are just that, and breaking their absorption in 
the fantasy world before their eyes. 


Just like any in-joke, The Wilhelm Scream wasn't 
as funny when too many people were in on it. 
It reached saturation point and no longer went 


over the heads of movie-goers. Burtt himself 
stopped using it after he left the Star Wars crew. In 
recent years, it’s been used much less than it has 
historically in films. That's not to say it isn’t used, 
as a few high profile movies are still featuring it, 
but certainly the numbers aren't as high as they 
were in the heyday of the sound's usage. Over the 
late nineties and early noughties, one can count 
literally dozens of examples each year, in contrast, 
at the time of writing in mid-April 2017, I couldn't 
find a high-profile example of use since 2016's 
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story. 


It's likely that this downward trend will continue. 
As with all jokes, repeated use has worn thin the 


humour. As director Joe Dante said in an interview 
with Hollywood Lost and Found: “Now that it’s 
above ground and now that people are finding 
out about it, it isn’t nearly as much fun.” Sound 
designers are no longer treating it as a badge of 
honour; instead it’s become thought of as a bit 
of a tired trope, and its favour has fallen quicker 
than a Stormtrooper near a Sarlak pit. RIP Private 
Wilhelm, we will miss you. 


Sheb Wooley himself sadly passed in 2003, after 
a battle with Leukemia. May he rest in peace, safe 
in the knowleage that he is forever immortalised 
on celluloid more than almost any other actor. 


} 
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By the time you read this, Season 2 of Sense8 may 
well have been pushed out (5th of May), so let's 
take a look back at what we've had already. 


Sense8 has been put together by the Wachowski 
sisters, andJ. Michael Straczynski of Babylon 5 fame. 
So together we've got a damn fine science fiction 
pedigree. I'm not sure I can pick on any analogues 
for what we have in Sense8; 8 people who all share 
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the birthday of the 8th of the 8th (August), who 
become linked at a telepathic or psychic level, and 
over time come to terms with their power, and the 
lives of their very different counterparts. 


It's really unique concept, and over 12 episodes 
it brilliantly shares the screen time evenly 
between all eight of our heroes and heroines. It 
manages to take in a huge diversity of characters 


and background, gay, transgender, ethnicities, 
moralities. From the anti-hero Wolfgang, the safe- 
cracker, to the gentle and confused Kala, a Hindu 
health professional, to Capheus, a Nairobi taxi 
driver, to the transgender hacker Nomi, trying to 
escape her family and other forces. 


Will, is a Chicago cop who has visions (along with the 
rest of the eight) of a woman in a Chicago church 
who is attacked by some men-in-black led by the 
rather sinister “Whispers”. She commits suicide to 
prevent her capture, and in doing so causes our 
eight characters to become mentally entangled. 


In episode one, Will starts to uncover the events 
surrounding Angela’s suicide, and we jump to 
Riley, a DJ in London hanging out with the wrong 
drug crew. From London we join Nomi, a hacktivist 
in San Francisco, who is also transgendered, and 
enjoying her life with her partner Amanita, whilst 
avoiding her family, who don’t recognise her 
choice in gender. Lito, an actor living in Mexico 
City is dealing with being a hot action actor, and 
also living a double life with his boyfriend whilst 
in public keeping up a macho front. Sun is the 
daughter of a powerful Seoul businessman, whose 
gender also stands in the way of her achieving her 
potential, whilst also dealing with, and protecting 
her playboy brother and joining underground 
kickboxing tournaments. Wolfgang is a Berlin 
career Safecracker, mixing himself and his best 
friend up in a diamond heist, playing off against 
the criminals who tried to recruit him for the job. 
Kala is a university graduate who has been driven 
into a forced betrothal to a successful doctor by 
her family in Mumbai, and is having not so much 
second thougnts, as first thoughts about trying to 
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= not for her. Lastly, Capheus drives a taxi in Nairobi 
to earn money for AIDs medication for his mother, 
mixed up in cutthroat competition with other 


drivers for business. 


escape a marriage to someone who is nice, but 


Episode one gives us the characters, some of their 
background, their flaws and problems, and gives 
us a taste of what's going to link them together 
and how when Riley and Will come together in a 
church when Will investigates Angela’s death. The 
jarring transition for Riley in London, appearing 
to Will thousands of miles away, with them both 
knowing each other but never having met. 


While in general the characters get very equal 
exposure, Will appears to be slightly more of a 
focus. It’s a very fine line, but over the season 
he get's just a little more than everyone else; 
but only a little. 


EPISODE 2 

In San Francisco, Nomi is contacted mentally 
by Jonas, who was part of a previous “Sense8” 
group, and was linked to Angela as she was 
hunted in Chicago by Whispers. A side effect of 
this contactis that Nomi passes out, and awakens 
in a hospital, in the power of doctors given 
power over her by her family, but also working 
for Whispers, and are going to lobotomise her. 
Will is informed by Homeland Security that 
they’re after Jonas, giving a dark foreboding of 
the powers of Whispers and those that would 
find the Sense8 and utilise their powers. Will 
finds that the government agents are covering 
up the incident at the church and Whispers’ 
participation in it. Jonas taps into Will’s senses 
and gives him an explanation of what’s beginning 
to occur, and some exposition for us as well. 


Lito begins an “affair” with an actress as part of his 
cover for his homosexuality, trying to appear as 
masculine as possible for the benefit of his career. 
Unfortunately, she find out what's really going 
on, and turns out to enjoy watching him and his 
boyfriend at play. The showis unashamedly sexual, 
with lots of actual sex and implied sex going on. 
Briefly Wolfgang taps into Kala, and there's very 
intense overtones in their contact. And Riley in 
London tries to handle the fallout of drug dealing 


rivalries, money and a cache of drugs. 


By the end of episode two, we have a better 
idea of what's going on, and the threads of 
each of the eight are starting to gain weight 
and momentum. I felt deeply for each of them, 
working against various issues and threats, 
finding themselves and trying to just keep going. 
There’s a huge sense of empathy in the stories, 


both between the eight, and for the characters 
themselves. Once I'd started watching the 
series, I really had to binge (which was easy as 
the whole season had been kicked onto Netflix), 
it’s a real page-turner of a story! 


EPISODE 3 

By the end of this episode we get a good idea 
of the huge potential in the Sense8; the ability 
to share their skills and experience; Capheus, 
driving some passengers in his taxi, gets attacked 
by gangsters, and linking to Sun, the kickboxing 
businesswoman, channels his inner Jean Claude 
van-Damme (his hero, whose likeness is painted 
on his taxi-bus) and her skills to defeat the 
attackers, to the joy and congratulations of his 
passengers. He also utilises Will's talents at the 
same time, showing that intentionally or not, the 


eight are tied into each other to an unconscious, 
but protective extent. It’s an unspoken “If one of 
us is in trouble, we’re all in trouble.” 


Will wakes up after being involved in a car chase 
at the end of episode two, capturing Jonas at 
the same time. 


Sun has issues regarding her relationship with her 
father and brother, and is dealing with business 
threats in their place. Clearly she has a good 
business brain, but is sidelined because she's a 
woman, in a very sexist culture. This mirrors the 
desire to fulfil one’s potential felt by Capheus, who 
wants to achieve his dreams; get his mother the 
medical treatment she needs, and leave the slums 


of Nairobi. This need is reflected in the characters 
in different ways. 


The links between the _ characters are 
synchronicity personified. Feelings and events 
of one of the eight, synchronise with another, 
when they’re in trouble. Will’s practice at a firing 
range synchronises with Capheus firing at a 
gangster’s van, Sun’s kickboxing tournament 
also helps Capheus beat another gangster in 
hand to hand combat at the same time. 

Will and 


investigates a cold-case murder, 


experiences visions involving Whispers, which 
works more of the backstory in of what's going on, 
and why the Sense8 are being hunted. 


During the episode, Lito handles his “beard” 
Daniela’s sort of ex-boyfriend, who's a raving 
jealous psychopath. It’s humour of a kind as the 
very gay Lito plays the macho action movie star in 
response to the threatening Joaquin. Through the 
first few episodes Lito has provided a lot of humour 
with the contrasts of his tender and rather erotic 
relationship with his boyfriend, and the hetero 
public face he puts on. His obvious resentment at 
having to do it really shines through. 


While I’m talking about his performance, I must 
compliment the casting in Sense§8, all of the main 
players don’t put a foot wrong, and really shine 
in this, it’s also helped by the pacing and the 
equal time they get on screen. Without having 


a desperate need to focus on a single character, 
even though Will clearly is getting most of 
the expositionary storyline, you get to enjoy 
each of the threads independently, and the 
performances involved. Whilst the relationships 
between the eight are clearly the focus of the 
Story, it’s well balanced with the relationships 
they have outside of the Sense8. 


EPISODE 4 

This episode is very much about sacrifice, and the 
willingness to make such sacrifices for those we 
love. Sun is putting herself in the position of taking 
the blame for the embezzlement of her brother 
from the company. Capheus’ mother apologises 
for his sacrifices for her. 


Wolfgang and his friend Felix try and sell the 

diamonds they stole, and they have to sacrifice 

profit for discretion. They celebrate with the slightly 
wag) reduced profit they've made. There's a protective 
side of Wolfgang toward Felix, a younger brother 
vibe. Capheus also sacrifices his principles to get 
medication for his mother by doing a delivery job 
for a local crime lord. 


The mysterious Jonas give Will more of an 
explanation of how the eight can visit each other, 


appearing to each other and conversing in different 
languages and understanding each other, and 
how they can share their talents. 


I found this episode quite exciting as Jonas tells Will 
about Nomi being imprisoned at the hospital and 
the surgery/lobotomy she faces. Will shares his 
cop skills with her, and taking her place, escapes 
the hospital restraints and the room, in time for 
her to be rescued by her girlfriend masquerading 
as a nurse. 


The really beautiful ending of the episode has 
Wolfgang singing karaoke of 4 Non Blondes 
“What's Up”, and the rest of the eight all experience 
it, singing along to it in their various settings, and 
forgetting their respective troubles. For me it 
really was a hair on the back of the neck feeling, 
and another example of how much I was getting 
into the show. 


EPISODE 5 

It feels like each episode has a theme, and this 
episode felt very much like a “taking stock” or “in 
between” events. 


The trouble for Lito during the episode is 
experiencing Sun’s physical and mental symptoms 
of menstruation. Feeling physical feelings of 
bloating, and mood swings. This is the first episode 
when Lito has a full on visitation by Sun, which 
doesn't help his cool much. 


Will continues the investigation into the murder, 
and visits Nomi’s mother, and her bigotry at 
Nomi's gender. 


This episode has quite a few visitations between 
the eight, and appears to begin to link the threads 
together. The eight aren't quite completely inter- 
conscious, but it’s building. 


The link between Wolfgang and Kala seems to 
be very significant. Clearly they're attracted to 
each other, and Wolfgang operates as Kala’s 
“conscience” when it comes to her marriage, 
reminding her that she really doesn't love Rajan, 
her betrothed. The cultural difference between 
them operates as a contrast (white german 
criminal, hindu academic in Mumbai) whilst also 


breaking barriers, which both really want to cross, By 


but are hesitant to do so. 


Wolfgang gets more trouble with the mob that his 
father also cracked safes for, andis run by his uncle. 


We Parent child relationships crop up several times in 
the storylines, Wolfgang and his deceased father, 
Kala and her parents, Nomi and her mother and 
so on. Another on-going theme, alienated from 
their parents, but finding a family in the eight. 


The end of the episode has the eight crossing 
paths in pairs, the more significant is Wolfgang 
appearing naked to Kala during her wedding 
vows, which results in her fainting, and the halting 
of the ceremony. 


EPISODE 6 

Episode six has a theme of rising tension. Will 
Shares with Riley and rescues her from drug 
dealers who are trying to recover money and 
drugs she went on the run with. Unfortunately 
this also results in his unconsciously attacking his 
police colleagues. Rough with the smooth. 


Sun publicly takes the rap for the embezzlement, 
and is remanded in jail. 


Kala recovers from the encounter with Wolfgang, 
but he appears in bed with her, and points out 
the obvious again, which is that she doesn’t want 
to marry Rajan, and confesses his attraction for 
her. The contrast here is strong again, with their 
different characters, but obvious attraction. 


Nomi and Amanita deal with the fallout of Whispers 
attempts to get to her, resulting in their apartment 
being trashed. Throughout the last few episodes, 
some of the eight have just accepted the visions 
of each other, whilst some have felt threatened. 
Nomi discusses the visions and the recent events 
to Amanita who accepts it quite happily. 


Other than Sun’s imprisonment, the other 
significant event this episode is Capheus putting 


himself in service to Silas, the local gangster, 
agreeing to take Silas’s daughter to a medical 
centre for cancer treatment, in exchange for more 
medication for his mother. 


Towards the end of this episode is one of the more 
sexual events; Nomi and Amanita make love, as do 
Lito and Hernando his boyfriend. Nomi and Lito 
swap places, and continue to make-out with each 
others’ significant partners. Will and Wolfgang also 
experience, and are involved in the sex, with a six 
way mental love-in between four of the eight, and 
two of their external relationships. Very explicit 
and erotic scenes, but in keeping with the shows’s 
unashamed sexual component. 


Riley and Sun comfort each other for their 
respective troubles. 


EPISODE 7 

Nomi uses her hacking skills and contacts to track 
the doctor Metzger who was going to lobotomise 
her, eventually leading her to break into his house 
with Amanita. She and Amanita have visited 
a previous “victim” of Metzger, who may have 
been a Sense8, and events climax with Whispers 
controlling the previously lobotomised “Niles”, 
killing Metzger, clarifying that Whispers is a Sense8, 
who makes Niles kill himself. 


It feels a little complicated, but outlines Whispers 
as a Sense8, who is controlling/eliminating other 
Sense8s, and gives Nomi some part in the storyline 
fighting back at whatever entity Whispers is part 
of, which will no doubt explain some of what is 
going on. 


The Lito/Daniela/Hernando problem becomes 
complicated as the ex-boyfriend Joaquin gets hold 
of evidence of Lito’s homosexuality. Daniela tells 
him she'll solve the problem. There's a play here 
regarding Lito’s desire to protect his career, and 
Hernando resenting that they can’t be honest and 
come out with their relationship. 


Kala visits a shrine to Ganesha and asks advice of 
him regarding her visions of Wolfgang. She and 
Wolfgang discuss religion, her marriage, and the 
dichotomy of her scientific background versus her 
religion. They finally kiss. 


Capheus is shown very brutally that his working 
for Silas isn’t a one time thing. 


Felix is shot in revenge for he and Wolfgang 
Stealing the diamonds, and _  Wolfgang’s 
reluctance to work for Steiner. This was another 
intense moment in the show, given I really felt 
for Wolfgang and how much his friendship 
with Felix meant to him. The two of them and 
Wolfgang's legitimate profession almost “going 
Straight” and then being destroyed by the less 
than straight mobsters related to his family. 


Riley returns to her home of Iceland, and 
reconnects with her father, also a musician, and 
gets some serious screen time. So far Riley's 
had visits with other members of the eight, but 
returning to Iceland resolves her threats by 
returning to somewhere safe. It doesn’t bode 
well for her. 


EPISODE 8 

Kala feels the sorrow over Felix’s shooting, and 
visits Wolfgang as he watches over Felix in hospital. 
Wolfgang flashes back to his and Felix’s childhood, 
and Wolfgang’s father’s violent nature. 


Things start getting complicated for everyone 
here as we begin to move into the third act of 
the storyline. Capheus decides to stop working 
for Silas, even though it'll curtail his access to the 
AIDs medication his mother needs. Unfortunately, 
deciding to end his working for Silas coincides with 
another gang threatening him and his mother so 
he will kidnap Silas’s daughter. 


Poor Lito, trying to get things under control. 
Daniela solves Lito’s problem, but by promising 
to marry Joaquin in return for him not revealing 
Lito’s relationship to Hernando. Accepting this 
arrangement, although not being happy about it 
results in Hernando leaving him for not standing 


up to Joaquin and rescuing Daniela from a violent 


and dangerous husband. The poor guy can’t win 
in this situation. 


Sun stands up to fellow prisoners who are bullying 
others that Sun has befriended. Whilst punishing 
the bullies, she’s put into solitary. 


Will and Riley connect and kiss whilst he visits her 
in Iceland. 


It gets bad for Nomi, as she and Will share 
information and discover that a mysterious 
company is behind Whispers, and that the 
company is funded by DARPA and the World Health 
Organisation. Unfortunately for Nomi, Whispers 
and his crew attack the apartment. 


Now the eight start working together, Will's 
knowledge of procedure, and Sun’s combat skills 
enable Nomi to escape, and Capheus’ driving 
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Skills help her steal a car and evade the police. 
Due to Will's being distracted by the Sense8 and 
his investigations, he’s suspended from the police. 


EPISODE 9 
Some more exposition here, Riley talks to another 
Sense8 who contacted Riley as a child and caused 
her to leave Iceland. The shadowy BPO company 
has a facility in Iceland, and operates a DNA census 
that allows them to identify potential Sense8s. 
Yrsa, the Sense8, working within the company, 
caused Riley to leave to protect her. Will joins 
the conversation, as does Jonas. Things become 
more complicated when Yrsa suggests Jonas 
is dangerous as he worked for Whispers in the 
past. Another suggestion is that the Sense8s are 
“caused” by Whispers and company, so they can 
be gathered together, identified and killed. 


Lito and Nomi share a conversation about 
their past, Lito’s first connection to Hernando, 
and Nomi’s experiences as a child and when 
she decided to change her gender. Lito’s angry 
response to her memories is very touching. 
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Sun receives some good and bad news as her 
father visits her and declares that he'll confess to 
the embezzlement, and exonerate her. 


Capheus and Riley share memories of family 
bereavement. Nomi and Amanita reunite. 


Lito spends time getting drunk, depressed, and 
leaving long messages on Hernando’s voicemail. 


EPISODE 10 
Some rather sombre scenes as Wolfgang visits 
the holocaust museum, reflecting on what to do 
regarding Felix’s attack. The other Sense8s appear 
as he wanders. 


Will and Jonas explore what the existence of 
Sense8s means, whether they are different from 
the rest of humanity, and whether they're actually 
better than the rest of humanity or not. 


Wolfgang is visited by Steiner, the boss, who 
threatens Felix’s life if Wolfgang doesn't give up the 
diamonds stolen in the heist. Wolfgang retrieves 
the diamonds, frozen in ice cubes in his freezer, 
but when delivering them to Steiner, is double 
crossed, beaten and then is about to be killed. 
Lito connects to him, delivering some improvised 
dialogue while Wolfgang gets a chance to pull a 
stashed gun. Wolfgang shoots some of Steiner's 
cronies, and in spectacular fashion, pulls a rocket 
launcher from the boot of his car and blows Steiner 
and his car to kingdom come. In appreciation of 
Lito’s help, Wolfgang gives Lito some advice. 


Lito rescues Daniela from Joaquin, during which 
he takes a beating, and then with Wolfgang's help 
knocks Joaquin out, after accepting that Joaquin 
might reveal his sexuality and that he doesn't care. 
With Daniela in tow, he makes up with Hernando, 
and the three of them return home together. 


Kala has a heart to heart with her father over the 
doubts she has about the marriage. She visits 
Capheus in the slums. 


Riley spends some time with her father, including 


Wass getting high with him and his friends. She shares 


with Will, who is also spending some time with 
his father. Lots of parental relationships again in 
this episode. 


The end of the episode sees another shared 
session of the eight, as each remembers their 
births, which all happened at the same time. Riley 
passes out. 


EPISODE 11 
Things begin to spiral out of control, in the 
penultimate episode of the season. 


Riley wakes up in hospital, after flashing back to her 
own past, her husband driving her to the hospital 
to give birth herself, and the car crash that ended 
it. Yrsa contacts her telling her she'll die there, this 
then triggers Nomi knowing that Riley is in danger. 
Nomi and Will begin working to protect Riley, but 


then Jonas informs them Whispers knows where 
Riley is. Whispers is with Jonas, and is manipulating 
the situation. 


Sun’s possible release is curtailed by her brother 
killing their father to prevent him from revealing 
the embezzlement and putting him him in Sun's 
place. She beats him when he visits her with the 
news and she realises his part in the apparent 
suicide of their father. She is put back in solitary, 
not to be released. 


Capheus leaves Silas’s daughter with his partner’s 
family, and goes to the rival gangs HQ. they try to 
force him to kill Silas who they've kidnapped. With 
the help of Sun, he kills most of them, and rescues 
Silas in his bus, but the surviving gang leader sends 
his remaining forces to kill Capheus and Silas. In 
an exciting car chase Will assists, and Capheus is 
victorious, taking out the rival gang leader, and 
reuniting Silas with his daughter, smiles all round. 


Will shares with Kala, who is handling the fallout 
of the marriage and tension between religious 
factions. She then shares with Wolfgang, who has 


Spirited Felix out of the hospital, and relocated him 
to a private facility under a pseudonym. Wolfgang 
drives to his uncle’s mansion, intent on retribution 
on a massive scale, and Kala fails to dissuade 
him. She is consoled subsequently by Sun after 
Wolfgang begins to make his move. 


EPISODE 12 
Tying it all up, and working together. 


Wolfgang take out several of his uncle’s men, and 
with Will assisting, and confessing to Kala it might 
all be over, she helps him improvise a chemical 
explosive, which takes out the rest of his uncle’s 
crew. He explains to his uncle how he killed his 
father, and then brutally guns his uncle down. He 
suggests that Kala should marry Rajan, due to his 
violent nature he’s suggesting that Kala and he 
being together would never be an option. 


Will lands in Iceland, ready to rescue Riley. Riley is 
in an ambulance being taken to the BPO facility, 
and is flashing back to the night her husband 
was killed in a car accident while driving her to a 
hospital in labour. She remembers giving birth, 
and walking through the snow before collapsing. 


Nomi and her hacking skills organises a high 
powered sports car for Will to collect at the 
airport, and he drives to the BPO facility. Nomi 
also identifies that Whispers is on his way to 
Iceland as well. 


Setting fire to the sports car, Will gets into the BPO 
facility. Yrsa appears to Riley, encouraging her to 
commit suicide to save the rest of the eight, but 
when she steals a gun from a guard, Will talks her 
out of it. If Whispers makes eye contact with any 
of the eight, he'll be able to tap into the eight, and 
subsequently locate them. 


< 


Lito’s charm allows Will to locate Riley in the facility. 
Jonas appears, and may be playing the game both 
ways as he’s being tortured by Whispers at the 
same time, he reveals Will’s location to Whispers, 
but also indicates someone else in the facility is 
causing an ambulance to be called. 


Sun helps Will take out some guards, Kala comes 
up with a cocktail of drugs to wake Riley up. 


While torturing Jonas, Whispers discovers the 
ambulance plan. Unfortunately for Will, while 
rescuing Riley, he makes eye contact with Whispers, 
setting up a link between them, allowing Whispers 
to see and hear whatever he does. 


On escaping in the ambulance, Whispers blocks 
the road with a helicopter, telling Will psychically 
that he’s not brave enough to play chicken with 
the helicopter. Will allows Wolfgang to take over, 


because he most definitely is both brave and crazy 
enough to play chicken and win. 


Jonas and Angelica try to encourage Will to commit 
suicide, as now the link with Whispers puts all the 
eight in danger. Will decides not to, and injects 
himself with drugs to knock himself unconscious, 
protecting them all from himself. 


Will wakes up on a boat with Riley, she injects him 
again, and as he passes out, and the boat continues 
off into the distance, the rest of the eight join him 
and Riley as we fade out. 


So to summarise; Sun is in jail, with not a huge 
hope of release anytime soon unless her brother 
has a major guilt attack. Wolfgang is embracing his 
dark side, although by the finale, the main threats 
to him are all dead, so one wonders what he might 


get up to in the new season. Lito and Hernando are 
back together, with Daniela in tow and everything 
seems happy there as well. Kala isn’t married, and 
appears to more or less be a free agent, albeit 
pining for Wolfgang. Capheus has stabilised things 
with Silas, and perhaps gained if not an upper 
hand, an equality with the crime boss. Nomi is 
running the show regarding digging information 
up and supplying help, and is safe with Amanita, 
although still on various wanted lists. Poor old 
Will is now in trouble, being kept unconscious so 
he can’t reveal anything to Whispers, but at least 
he’s with Riley, although where they'll end up on 
departing Iceland is anyone's guess. 


With Whispers still in the game, you could argue 
that while there’s resolution of sorts by the end of 
episode 12, there’s a huge potential for the new 
season Storywise. 


KKK 


So there you have it. Another perfect storm of a 
show. An original idea, high production values, 
scriptand casting. Avictory for LGBT representation 
in a show, without making it the be-all and end-all, 
or even the focus of the story. 


The sexuality is intense, but doesn’t overshadow 
the storyline, it merely complements it. 


Of the cast, I’d only seen Doona Bae (Sun) before 
in Ring, The Host, and Cloud Atlas. All the rest of 
the cast was new to me. I admit, in general I tend 
to review things I like more than those I don't, 
but I was honestly really chuffed that I’d checked 
this one out on Netflix. The storyline is fresh, 
well paced, the cast are extremely good in their 
respective parts. As I said at the start of this article, 
I believe that the best thing about the show was 
how evenly it spread the screentime between the 
players. Will is clearly the de facto leader of the 
eight, but everyone else still contributed equally. 
The diversity of the characters worked brilliantly, 
with the story celebrating both differences and 
shared experiences in equal amounts. Given the 
show ended on such a neutral note, both a cliff- 
hanger and a resolution at the same time, I was 
extremely pleased to hear that a second season 
had been confirmed. 


There's sure to be some part of the show that grabs 
No] U Tem lant=s:4]at- isle) aprons Melo a-lee)anlaalcvaremelialdjarsaele 
this one on Netflix before you check out the new 
season starting on the 5th of May. 


FILM AND TV MAGAZINE // MAY 2017 


Horror stories, for the most part, are cautionary 
tales. Don’t let strangers into your home, don't 
go places you're told not to go, or in this case: 


eva isolation can cause disturbing results. The Eyes 


D of my Mother is a cautionary tale on many levels 
despite having such a small cast of characters. 
Welcome to Rural America, where people can still 
just disappear. 


With no distinct statement as to where in America 
this film takes place, or when, we're simply 
transported to a constant state of discomfort. 
Filmed entirely in black and white and using aged 


THE EYES OF MY MOTHER 
FILM REVIEW 
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music and clothing to set the stage, we follow a 
young girl, Francisca, as she is forced down a road 
that, if not for the actions of another, she may 
have never gone down. The story is told in three 
chapters: Mother, Father, and Family. 


Due to the story of this film, I’m not going to get 
into it much at all. The path that the story takes is 
basically a journey that a non-normal mind might. 
Now even before the events of the film, it’s easy 
to presume that Francisca was not a normal child. 
Perhaps due to being raised kind of in the middle 
of nowhere allowed her to develop in a way that 
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most don’t anymore. Her thought process very 
logical and simple, her only attachments in life 
being her parents. When one is taken from her, 
she seems to try to replace that void with what 
she has around. Unfortunately, there isn’t much 
for her to turn to. 


As she grows into an adult, it’s clear that her 
mind never quite changed from when she was a 
child. Perhaps the event of losing a parent was so 
traumatic for her, so violent, that she wasn't able 
to develop past that moment in time. And now, 
she must face losing the other. Her isolation only 
grows as she finds herself now completely alone 
with no companion to call her own. She finds it’s 
time for her to explore her final chapter: family. 

All in all, this movie is wonderful in how different 


4 v4 it is. No need for special over the top effects, and 


very few practical, this movie is a beautifully told 
story that didn’t have a need for blood and guts. 
Yes, there are moments, one of which is the one 
thing I will warn about, a disembodied head of 
a cow and some eye dissection, but again, these 
are rural people. When it comes to any violence 
in the film, it’s carefully hidden, artistically so. It 
was done in a way that made a person like me 
even hurt a little, and that’s not something I tend 
to experience. Most of the time, injuries in horror 
movies are over the top in some way or another, 
but the feel of The Eyes of My Mother made many 
of the injuries feel more realistic. 


The filming and cinematography style along with 
the older music and clothing made The Eyes of 
My Mother feel as if it could be happening almost 
anytime and almost anywhere. That only added 
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to the feel of the movie pulling you in. Relatively 
short for these days, clocking in at 116 minutes, 
the movie keeps a steady pace and flow that 
never feels slow. It’s almost like a study in the 
life of a person struggling with possible mental 
disorders and extreme isolation. We're on the 
outside watching as a woman struggles to keep 
the life she knows. 


Written and directed by Nicholas Pesce, this is his 
directorial debut. He has certainly come out of the 
gates with a film that will stand out from the rest 
of the pack. With no real jump scares and a heavy 
focus on storytelling, The Eyes of My Mother is an 
unexpected journey that I highly recommend for 


any horror fan. It’s different, and that’s possibly 
my favorite thing about it. 


Staring Kika Magalhaes as adult Francesca and 
Olivia Bond as child Francesca, these two actresses 
pull off a very impressive performance. I was 
especially impressed with Olivia, as she’s so young 
and yet clearly very skilled. Hopefully we will see 
more great things from her, as well as her adult 
counterpart and the film’s writer/director. If you're 
interested in a horror movie that follows in the 
footsteps of films such as Psycho, then definitely 
give this one a shot. But if you don't like what you 
find, don’t blame me... enjoy! 


13 REASONS WHY TO 
WATCH 13 REASONS WHY 


by Rebecca Rilser 


CLICK HERE FOR THE TEXT ONLY VERSION 


What do you mean you havent seen this show? Here's why you need to get on it right now. 


13 Reasons Why is a new Netflix original based on 
the book of the same name by Jay Asher. The first 
season features 13 episodes (go figure) based on 
the life of high school students after the suicide of 
another classmate named Hannah Baker. Baker left 
13 tapes to explain the reasons why she committed 
Suicide. Each reason is a story based around a 
person in Hannah’s life. Each of these people have 
heard the tapes, and they know what they did. 


Just as the story is based around Hannah's life, the 
show also follows Clay Jensen’s life after Hannah's 
suicide. There are clear parallels in the show around 
Clay and Hannah and their stories clash more than 
once. The twists and turns involved within the show 
are unpredictable (unless you read the book) and 
emotional. I think everyone needs to watch this 
show, and here are 13 reasons why. 


1: IT’S AGREAT BOOK 

This book. Oh my gosh. Okay if you get the chance, 
read it. Either before or after watching the show. 
It is an amazing book and extremely relatable in 
one way or another. The book gives more insight to 
Hannah's life rather than Clay’s, but that is where 
the show comes in. 


2: IT’S AGREAT SHOW 

For being a show based on a book, hell for being a 
showin general, it’s amazing. The story is so perfect 
and it’s a wonderful clusterfuck of adventures that 
intertwine with other characters’ lives as well. In 
the show we get a great peek into every character’s 
life. Honestly, it can be a little overwhelming, but 
that is the making of a good show. It inspires 
passion and bravery. 


3: THERE ARE IMPORTANT 

MESSAGES WITHIN THE SERIES 

This one is kind of an obvious one, given the fact 
that the show is based around teenage suicide. 
However, that’s not the only message in the series. 
Again, there are multiple characters with different 
Stories and there is something to be learned from 
each of them. Every character, no matter how much 
of a dick, has a message and fable to be valued. 
It reminds us of the basics of just being a decent 
fucking human being. 


4: THE ACTING IS PHENOMENAL 

Holy shit. I have seen some great actors in some 
great shows; it is just so rare to find a whole 
cast capable of eliciting so much emotion. 
These actors made me feel like I wasn’t just 
watching a show. To me, this was real and I felt 
real emotions toward every single character. It 
is not often that this happens, and not just to 
me, to anyone. The way each actor delivers their 
respective character can definitely be attributed 
to skill and just natural talent. 


5: IT’S A NETFLIX ORIGINAL 
EVERY TIME NETFLIX DOES A SHOW, IT’S SO GOOD. 
They have produced hit after hit, and this is no 
different. 13 Reasons Why is one of the best series 
I have seen within the Netflix library. This belongs 
among the ranks of Orange is the New Black, and 
House of Cards. If you don't have faith in me... Have 
faith in Netflix. 
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6: IT GIVES YOU THE FEELS 

Dude, I cried for the last three episodes. That's 
three hours. If you're not one to cry, grab a box 
of tissues, cause you're gonna. Isn’t that the best 
part though? When a show reduces you to tears 
with the sheer emotion of the story all coming to 
the climax? That, my friend, is how you know a 
story, not just a show, is a good one. This one is 
excellently told through the series. 


7: IT RAISES AWARENESS 

People don’t usually think twice about their 
actions toward another person, but this show will 
make you question everything. Yes, we have all 
heard the stories of bullying and teenage suicide 
and self-harm. I’m not saying these stories and 
these people don't exist. I’m simply saying that 
their stories are not told from their point of view. 
How could they be? But this show tells the whole 
story from Hannah Baker's point of view. It tells 
you why things that seem so insignificant are 
actually extremely important and serious to the 
victim. It even addresses that issue in the series. 
Things will look so different after watching it, and 
it will be for the better. 


8: IT CAN BE FUNNY SOMETIMES 

I know it can be hard to believe, what with the 
seriousness of self-harm and bullying, but there 
are some really good and happy moments in the 
show. There are moments where the show allows 
a smile and maybe a chuckle. A couple times I 
actually started laughing uncontrollably at some 
of the bad jokes that Clay tells. 
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9: THERE ARE SOME 
ATTRACTIVE PEOPLE IN IT 


Honestly, ‘nuff said. 


10: THE CLIFFHANGERS 

ARE AWESOME 

Okay, don't hold me to this, but I think there is going 
to be a season 2. Where the book had a definitive 
ending, the show has room to grow, and I like 
that they were able to implement this. The season 
cliffhanger isn't the only one. I ended up staying up 
way too late to finish this series. I went to school 
with red, burning eyes and took a nap right after. It 
was worth it. 


11: IT SHOWS THE EFFECT OF SUICIDE 
ON EVERY DIFFERENT PERSON 

Again, each character in the series has a different 
Story, so it can be said that they handle Hannah's 
death differently and for different reasons. It was 
interesting from a logical viewto watch howdifferent 
people process the same event. From a human 
view, it's also deeply intriguing and disturbing at 
the same time. It’s addictive to look into multiple 
peoples’ lives. 


12: IT CAN BE SUPER ADORABLE 

I think I fangirled like ten times through this show. 
Just like, flailing everywhere in my comfortable nest 
of blankets and food. 


13: BECAUSE | SAID SO 


Yep, I went there. 


13 Reasons Why is, in my opinion one of the best 
new shows of 2017. So watch it, watch it now! 
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FERDINAND TRAILER 
ANALYSIS 


Based on the book Ferdinand the Bull written 
_in 1936 and the subsequent Disney cartoon of 
the same name released in 1938, Ferdinand, 


BD Voiced by John Cena, is a kind hearted bull who 


would rather stop and smell the roses than 
fight in any ring. He just wants to make friends, 
to live a peaceful life, but people’s perception 
of him due to his size and what he is make that 
difficult for him. 
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From Blue Sky Entertainment and 20th Century 
Fox, join Ferdinand as he tries to find his place 
in the world, a place where he doesn’t have 
to be a fighting bull but can live his own life. 
Directed by Carlos Saldanha and also starring: 
Kate McKinnon, Gina Rodriguez, Daveed Diggs, 
Gabriel Iglesias, Bobby Cannavale, David 
Tennant, this film will be great for adults and 
kids alike. Look for its release this Christmas. 
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WUSTICE LEAGUE * 
TRAILER ANALYSIS 


16 9 Ok, so, here's the thing. I'm sure this trailer seems 
” good, but when you think about it, is it really? It 


has a good song, but approximately four hundred 
million things happen in it. This really reminds 
me of the second Batman v Superman (2016) 
trailer; so many moving parts that I don't really 
understand how it can all be coherently placed 
in one film. Lo and behold, BvS was a mess, and 
DC has done nothing to make me think Justice 
League won't follow suit. 


Attempting play-by-play on this trailer feels a bit 
redundant, so I'll just tell you what I liked and 
what I didn’t like. I do sort of enjoy the vague 
allusions to the threat. The trailer doesn't give 
too much away in regards to the villains, which 
is a good thing. We know that Steppenwolf is in 
the film - if you don’t know who that is, it’s not 
your fault because they CUT HIM OUT of BvS - 
and he is commanding some parademons. I 


appreciate that the trailer doesn’t explain their 
intentions or show too much of them. This might 
be initially frustrating, but isn’t that the point of a 
trailer? To interest and not to explain? People are 
going for the Justice League, so why not let the 
villains remain mysterious? I say this now, but 
trailer #2 will probably have a monologue from 
Darkseid detailing his intentions or something. 
Speaking of Darkseid, there isn’t even a hint of 
him in the marketing. Maybe they learnt from 
Doomsday. It wouldn't have been completely out 
of the question to feature him, as he is a lot more 
recognisable than Marvel's Thanos, and would 
have likely stirred up some buzz. I do admire 
their restraint on that front. 


As for what I didn’t like; everything else pretty 
much. The jokes didn’t land, exposition seems 
to be heavy, and there was no real structure. 
It just seemed like they wanted to get every 


character in with a cool moment without really 
identifying any kind of stakes or purpose. I’m 


sure I seem grumpy, but I promise I was one 
of the defenders of Batman v Superman in the 
lead up to it. I gave it the benefit of the doubt 
until I was sat in that cinema. The same thing 
happened with Suicide Squad. There’s only so 


many times you can get burned and keep up any : ike 
optimism. I would love to eat humble pie; I want. 
this to be good. I want everything to be good. 
Unfortunately I just don’t see it happening. I 
guess we'll find out on 17th November. 


You may remember me from such reviews as “Why 
) Kong was actually quite fun”, or large tedious crap 
” like “Aliens, have we bled the franchise dry yet?” 


Around 48 hours ago I finished watching Ghost 
In The Shell. I have had 48 hours to ponder, to 
contemplate, to rethink, to find it in myself to 
forgive its flaws, and to enjoy the spectacular 
effects and intricate plotting that went into it. 


And now I've run out of the calm, and I'm going 
to shout and swear a lot. Those with sensitive 


dispositions can go fuck themselves. 


I may even dissolve into writing whole sentences 
in capital letters. 


NO REALLY. 


There is a rage that burns bright within my soul, 
a rage that wants to find the producers and kick 


their testicles through their eyes, and staple their 
ears to their kneecaps. 


YOU HAD MICHAEL WINCOTT. YOU HAD MICHAEL 
WINCOTT FOR ONE SCENE AND LEFT US WITH A 
VILLAIN THAT HAD ALL OF THE PRESENCE OF A 
COLD MEAT PIE. 


YOU FUCKING IDIOTS. 
It gets worse from here on in folks. Seriously. 


This is also going to be spoiler ridden, if that makes 
any difference. 


Let's get this out of the way. The whitewashing 
here was fucking abysmal. In an entire film that 
was ostensibly set in Tokyo in the near future, you 
had all of three actual asian characters. Takeshi 
Kitano, who was actually pretty good as Amaki, 
the Major’s mother, and Togusa. 


Sorry, but you can FUCK RIGHT OFF. This is actually 
insulting. OK, so there’s plenty of arguments for the 
lead character “Motoko Kusanagi” being portrayed 
by a western white female. But they all suck. 
OK, they all fucking suck. Even bit-part characters 
were so thoroughly westernised that I think they 
went to the same language school that Dick van 
Fucking Dyke went to when he thought he might 
be speaking Cockney and ended up speaking Cod- 
Australian. 


“Put another tube-a lager on the barbie Mawy 
Poppins.” 


I'm writing this sober. I’m not sure I could write 
this drunk and not end up writing “FUCK” two and 
a half thousand times. 


Expect this article to be edited. Heavily. 


My first point was about casting. It was, in 
the main, shit. Scarlett Johannsen has all the 
acting ability of an ironing board. She really is 
the female Keanu Reeves. One look, and that’s 
“faintly confused about it all”. The main villain, 
as [have pointed out already, was shit and about 
as threatening as my laundry bag. Why is it that 
Michael Wincott gets so underused? There 
are plenty of good looking Asian actresses that 
could have done this and made a better fist of it. 
The whitewashing here is so utterly craven and 
commercially blatant. (Not that it worked, the 
film appears to be drastically underperforming 
in the domestic market.) 


“You know, my daddy used to say every man’s got 
a devil. And you can't rest until you find him. What 


happened back there with you and your girlfriend 
- I cleared that building. Hell, nothin’ in this town 
happens without my say-so. So, I'm sorry if I 
spoiled your wedding plans there, friend. But, if 
it’s any consolation to you, you have put a smile 
on my face.” - Top Dollar, The Crow. 


Why am I quoting a film from 1994? BECAUSE I'D 
RATHER BE WATCHING THAT ONE. ANOTHER FILM 
THAT'S BEING REMADE FOR NO GOOD GODDAMN 
REASON. FUCK YOU, FUCK YOU, FUCK YOU. 


Takeshi Kitano was good. 


Pilou Asbaek playing Batou was about the only 
good reason to watch the film at all. Michael Pitt 
wasn't too bad as Kuze, the not-really-a-villain, but 


Iwas confused to start with whether it was actually 
Mads Mikkelsen for a while, because one of the 
other big problems with this film was IT WAS TOO 
FUCKING DARK. 


Oh, and while Pilou Asbaek was good, Batou’s eyes 
should have been bigger, and mirrored. Would 
have looked way cooler. 


The plot has also been somewhat dumbed down 
for the film. Someone wanted an origin story. 
Apparently we can’t deal with an established 
character, we need it explained, indulland needless 
exposition, why they came to be a human brain 
in an entirely cyborg body in a world that in the 
original manga/anime is comfortable with this as 
an everyday occurrence. Where Batou (a mentor 


figure in the original) “isn’t used to” communicating 
via a brain/computer interface that is also common 
usage and standard equipment. We're not allowed 
to get Batou with his scary bionic eyes, we have to 
see him blown up to get those. 


In the original, Major Motoko Kusanagi is a veteran 
anti-terrorist operative, and was “shelled” as a 
child after suffering from an otherwise terminal 
disease or condition. Full cyborg bodies are the 
norm, as is communicating unconsciously via a 
cyberbrain. This film pretends to be asking deep 
and meaningful questions about identity in a world 
where you can simply change bodies by buying a 
new one, but does it badly. There are far darker 
questions of what you could do to a whole society 
with this much dependence on technology, or so 


little in the way of physical identity. A brief stab 
at what might have been a sex(?) scene with a 
prostitute of negotiable gender gave up before it 
meant anything. Somehow I'm guessing the “twist” 
that the Major is the resurrected and memory 
wiped daughter of Japanese single mother who 
she meets late in the film is the justification for 
not having her played by a Japanese actress, and 
damn the writers for shoehorning that in. If I was 
a suspicious bastard, I'd come to the conclusion 
that the entire rewrite of the story was simply to 
support the recasting. 


Oh right, Iam a suspicious bastard. 


There are some good money shots in this film, but 
all of them without fail are shot for shot live action 
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versions of the original Anime. Sorry, that’s not 
good enough. The original film does everything 
better, story, voicework (which is saying a lot for a 
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There's a lot of slow-mo, and I don’t know about 
you, but I'm getting slightly bored of slow-mo 
action shots. They're stylish sure, but feel like the 
director is more interested in music videos than 
films. 


The film devalues the Batou character, making 
ali aaluaate)a=me) im; ms(e(=1,(e @iual-]ammaal-male)gelercaal\vmar-] a0 
bastard he was in the original. The relationship 
between the Major and Batou was always a 
complicated love/parent analogue which made it 
clear that he cared very deeply about the Major, but 
you don't get the chance for this at all. Asbaek did 
damn well with the material he was given, but he 
a Tole] (ol at=\Vcmcale)alomanle)aom 0) ated pla\vmaale lam ual=mcy-1ae) ale) 
string part he was given. An attempt was made 
to bring in the other characters from the original 
(thoroughly whitewashed or westernised) but 
they were pretty irrelevant, contributing almost 
nothing as characters other than being used for 
exposition of some kind. Togusa is an important 
character in the Anime as he is completely human, 
in contrast to the other members of the team. This 
is deliberate on the Major's part to avoid all the 
team thinking and reacting in the same 
way, but the film doesn’t bother to 

approach this idea. 


There were some 
a) =] ¢=s14] 0) 2a a1 00 SK) 
some of the original 
material. Oulet (the 


doctor) was pulled from scenes in Ghost in the Shell: 
Innocence, a sequel to the original, although slightly 
1d] a}X=xe Im O)Vamsx0) pal =¥u ©) €=1 =) 413) (0) aso OMe (=1-1 00m 8) a] (ess%e) 0) a] (6r-] 
questions again, aS was Batou'’s dog fussing. 
Interesting, but not enough to save the rest of the 
film from philosophical pretension. Some overhead 
shots of the industrial areas visited towards the 
second half had some visual and musical motifs 
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Some very clumsy directing in several places; in 
the original, a character guns down the team’s 
surveillance van, which then rolls, depositing 
Togusa on the road. The gunman reloads his SMG 
with “High Velocity” ammo, before firing again and 
destroying the van. The scene is only a few shots 
in the Anime, but keeps the pace moving. 


In the film, the screen just cracks and the ont 
just slumps to the floor, before Batou just calmly 
debarks with his backup team. This wouldn't have 
taken much in Hollywood terms, (roll a van, blow it 
up) but compare to a neat few shots in the Anime it 
felt, well, shit. For a film which stole so many of its 
trailer shots from the Anime, it felt like someone 
had just got bored. 


Back in the first issue of this magazine I wrote an 
article criticising Hollywood's overweening desire 
to take anything good done by someone else, rip 
it off, re-make it, repackage it with western actors 
and actresses, and then dumb it down. Ghost 
in the Shell is simply a typical example of this 
Sausage machine. As a fan of foreign films, which 
are usually interesting because of, not in spite of, 
their origins, it annoys the living fuck out of me. 
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OK, so I'm mainly comparing this live action film 
to a cartoon made over twenty years ago. Why? 
Because the cartoon was better. 


Oh, and for fucks sake, it’s “The” Major, as in her 
command title, not “Major” as in “I am Major”. I 
M Fucking Weasel for crying out loud. What the 
serious buggery fuck? I feel like Truman Capote 
shouting at Peter Seller’s Fu Man Chu caricature 
in “Murder by Death.” 


All I can do to keep my sanity is to tell myself 
that it’s a “reimagining”, rather than a remake. 
There are two trade paperbacks (translated) of 
Ghost in the Shell, two films (the original and the 
“Innocence” sequel), two seasons of “Standalone 
Complex” which again are not quite connected 


wi bully to the films, the “Arise” films, and a needlessly 


commercial “2.0” film, which remastered and 
replaced some scenes of the original. Even a 
Straight shot for shot would have been better than 
this incomprehensible twaddle. Give it six months 


7 ie 


rg itng 


Ww 


and there'll be some shameless cash-in bollocks 
on the bookshelves about “The Philosophy of 
Ghost in the Shell”. 


If you want a good film, go and get the original 
Anime on Blu-Ray. For that matter, do the same 
with Akira before they fuck that up as well with a 
pointless live action whitewashed remake. Some 
things should just be LEFT THE FUCK ALONE. 
And GitS is one of them. Do a sequel, I dare you, 
I fucking double dare you. Your testicles, your 
nostrils. Staples. A hammer. 


If you didn't like this, you might like: 

¢ Ghost in the Shell (1995) 

¢ Akira (1998) 

¢ Patlabor 1, 2, and maybe 3. (I say maybe, it 
had a giant mutant lizard with tits, but the rest 
wasn't bad) 

¢ Any other Anime from the last 30 years by 
Masamune Shirow. 
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